
Towerbank Parent Council Meeting 

Date | Thursday 27th October | Chaired by Ruth Jays 

 

In Attendance 

Ruth Jays (PC Chair), Andrea Barlow (PC Vice Chair), Emma Dennison (PC Secretary), Graham Elliot (PC & PSA 

Treasurer), Ruth Bowen (PSA Chair), Carah Johnson (Class Rep), Allan Smith,  Morven Wraight (Class Rep),  Colin 

Cuthbert, Stephanie McCart (Depute Head Teacher), Patricia Morrison ( Acting Head Teacher) Norine Langlands 

(Business Manager) 

Class Reps  

Andrea gave a brief update on the class reps situation.  We now have a class rep for every class at the school and 

one for morning and afternoon nursery.  The main role of the class rep is to listen to parents and report back to the 

School and for the Parent Council to liaise with the class reps to feedback to parents important information and to 

try and get more people involved in helping organize events etc.  

Feedback from the meeting with the Class Reps 

At the meeting the class reps were asked three questions:  What would you change about the school? (Parent 

Council); what ideas do you have to raise funds for the school? (PSA); and what would they like to see happen in 

the playground next (Towerbank Playspace Group). 

There were three main issues relevant to the Parent Council that came back from these questions: 

1. Sports and Activity – parents would like to see more competitive sport at school, introduce more school 

sports team (football and netball in particular) and make use of the local environment to increase activity 

(such as a mile-run on the prom).  

- Mrs Morrison said that space is an issue at the school but she would love to see more competitive sports 

and a wider range of activities introduced.  Graham mentioned that the school should be able to access 

funds to train football coaches.  

 

Action: Parent Council (via class reps) to research with parents about sport and activity at school. PC to call 

out for anyone interested in training to be a football coach / find more information on what the fund 

involves and how it can be accessed.  

 

2. Arts and Drama – the possibility of having a stage for plays and better lighting and maybe even record the 

performances.  

- Colin said the stage is a good idea but to remember that someone would have to put it together and then 

you would need to store it somewhere when not used.  He suggested possibly hiring a stage for events 

instead.  Norine suggested the possibility of Uni Staging which is boxes that slide into each other.   

 

Action: Colin to look into stage hire and other ideas and get back to the Parent Council with costs.  

  

3. Technology – having the opportunity to pay for things online, lunches, milk etc. 

Norine informed us that this is going to happen via Parent Pay.  We need 100% of parents to be signed up to 

allow everyone to pay and order for things online. More information to follow. 
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Nursery issues 

Some nursery parents have asked if there could be a changing table in the nursery toilets.  Norine informed us that 

the Council had been asked about this previously and because the space is a toilet not a changing room it has not 

been allowed, however she is happy to make the request again in response to parent demand.  

Action: Norine to speak to the relevant people and say that there is an issue and see whether anything can be done.   

Nursery parents have also asked if there could be some bike and scooter racks outside the nursery. 

Action: Norine to speak to the Council and see if this can be done.  

It was also mentioned about having more bikes racks in the main school playground.  Norine informed us that they 

have 10 additional racks in storage that can now be installed as access for building work is no longer required (bar 

any further work on the playground shelter).  

School Dinners 

The Parent Council school dinners group have a meeting with Susan Brown from the local authority on 28th October 

to remind them that we are still monitoring the school dinners situation.   

They are also going to have another survey in January to see if things have improved after having the new dining 

space and the food now coming from the new High School.   

Emma mentioned that there were issues for packed lunch children getting rushed to eat their lunch so therefore 

they were not having time to eat all of their lunches.   

Action: Mrs Morrison said she will monitor this.  

Emma also mentioned that her daughter has a nut allergy and she was having issues with children in her 

daughter’s class bringing nuts into school.  She mentioned that she had put a note on her class facebook page and 

was going to do the same on the Towerback facebook page too.   

Action: Emma to email wording to class reps to communicate to their classes.  Mrs Morrison to do a specific 

ParentMail on the subject too, as well as raising it with the children as part of the health and wellbeing curriculum.  

Playspace 

Ruth Jays had a meeting with the playspace group and got feedback.  Andy Siddall led a group of parents who had 

taken forward a lot of the work up to now.  The group needed some support and now has an active and dynamic 

group to take it forward.  Ruth Simpson and Jo Pilarska have taken over the leadership of the Playspace group.  So 

far they have been painting the shelter and have a few other things on the go.  They will also be discussing the 

strategy on how to take things forward.  They are also planning on pressing ahead with the running track and 

improvements to the shelter and they are working on this happening as soon as they can.  

The City of Edinburgh Council have advised there is currently a moratorium on some playground installations for 

play until new guidelines are established.  Norine and Andy Siddall to liaise with CEC and feedback to the 

Playspace group. 

There is already funding in place for some of the work still to be done, i.e. the running track and other markings 

which has been put back because of the dining hall being built.   

Morrisons (builders of the dining hall) have offered to give something to the school as a goodwill gesture and we 

are looking into possibly getting some proper goal posts put in.   
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PSA 

Ruth Bowen mentioned that the PSA is made up of four committee members and their job is to fundraise.   

Ruth mentioned that they are looking at the structure of the PSA and deciding whether to change to Charitable 

Status.  The paperwork for this was done a while ago but never got submitted as they couldn’t get 5 people to be 

Trustees of the Charity.   Allan mentioned that he was an accountant and said he would look into some of the issues 

concerning Charitable status.   

All fundraising last year was for the Playspace Group, apart from the Zumbathon which was for the Samba band.   

All fundraising at the moment will be going to the General Fund pot until they have a specific place for it to go.   

Graham said that the school generally ask for approximately £2,000 every year for school supplies so they have to 

keep this contingency in the bank at all times.  

The school outlined their current funding requests as follows: 

- Ukuleles as the school only have 15 and would like more so the whole class could use one.  Possible cost of this 

£495. 

- Playground toys, approx. cost £500. 

- Basketball – Mr McConnachie has requested funds for strips and equipment totalling around £400. 

- Ceilidh band, approx. cost £300. 

It was suggested that when we have a fundraising event we make everyone aware of what we are actually 

fundraising for.  

Christmas Fair 

It was discussed that this will be held on the afternoon of Saturday 10th December.  We are looking for big prizes for 

the Christmas raffle.  A member of the Porty Rotary Club has kindly offered to be Santa so there will be a Santa’s 

grotto this year.   

Norine mentioned that she had received an email from James Lewis regarding a clock for the playground and it was 

agreed that this should be passed over to the Playspace group.  

Camp Fundraising Group 

Donald was not available to discuss this but Ruth wanted to say a big thank you to Donald for all his effort with the 

Cake Sale and Tablet Tuesday, and thanks to all the parents who baked.   

 

Update from Headteacher 
 

Mrs Morrison said that Mrs Gilmour had an emotional last few weeks of term prior to her retirement. She was 

overwhelmed with all the kind wishes and gifts from everyone and enjoyed her last few days in school. 

Staffing 

There are a couple of teaching staff absences at the moment but the school have managed to source supply teachers 

to cover the classes.  

Miss Findlay is off on long term sick and won’t be back this session.  There is an advert going out to get someone to 

cover for the rest of the session.   

Madam McPhail, the French teacher, retires at Christmas so they are advertising for a permanent post to replace her.  

There are two new Pupil Support Assistants joining the staff team soon, Mrs McKenzie and another one following 

completion of references and recruitment checks. The school are also advertising for two more.  



Page 4 

 

 

Dining Hall 

It’s a great space and the children will be eating their first hot meals there on Monday.  Children are still not allowed 

into the playground at the side of the dining hall as there is one small area requiring modification to make it safe.    

School Events 

There are two open days in November: 

- 2nd November for prospective P1 parents 

- 30th November for the rest of the school  

P1 enrolment is week commencing 7th November 2016.   

Mrs Morrison mentioned that John Swinney is to be involved in the Read, Write, Count event for P2 and P3 pupils.  

This used to be just for P1s but has now been extended to P2s and P3 pupils. There will be a mini curriculum day on 

10th November for the children to showcase what they have been doing and parents of P2s and P3 pupils will be 

invited to come along.   

Parentmail  

We are still trying to encourage more people to sign up to Parentmail.  The school currently have 83% signed up but 

need that to get to 100%.   

Action: Get class reps to ask parents from their class to join. 

Parent Pay 

We have been asked to pilot Parent Pay and Mrs Morrison has said yes.  Norine is hopeful this will go live in 

January 2017.  It will allow us to pay for and order milk and lunches online as well as completing reconciliations, 

saving a great deal of admin time. For those that don’t want to use Parent Pay they will still be able to pay with cash 

as usual.  More information to follow. 

Homework 

Deborah Wilson was not available to discuss this today so she will get back to us on this. 

Any Other Business 

Newsletter - It was discussed that the Parent Council and PSA should send out a joint newsletter.  Emma 

volunteered to liaise with the individual groups and put something together.   

Website – Norine reported that some information for parents had been updated.  This work is ongoing.  Ruth 

Bowen requested that the current PSA information was taken down as it is out of date.  Future information for the 

school website from the PSA should be emailed to Norine to be added to the website.  We are looking at developing 

a separate parent forum website that will allow all parent groups to upload information independently of the 

school. 

Action: Norine to update current PSA information. 

Bikes/Scooters - It was mentioned that there are a lot of bike and scooter locks (26 at last count) locked on to the 

stands and not being removed.  It was agreed, prior to Mrs Gilmour’s retiral, that there would be a ‘Padlock 

Amnesty’.  A ParentMail will be sent out on Monday 31st October to give owners a week’s warning to remove locks. 

Any locks left on Friday 4th November will be removed with bolt cutters. Graham Elliot has kindly agreed to do this 

for the school. 
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Lost property – There is a huge amount of lost property to deal with.  The school can deal with daily lost property 

by handing back anything that is named and then boxing up everything that isn’t. At the end of each term any 

unclaimed, unnamed clothing is given to the second hand uniform collection.  

Action: Graham to take old lost property home, sort through and wash.  School uniform clothes can then added to 

the second hand uniforms group and resold on.  Non school uniforms can be donated to a worthy cause.   Also, class 

reps to let their classes know where the lost property is. 

Access to traffic – Andrea mentioned that there was still an issue with traffic driving around the school roads at 

drop off and pick up times, including the bin lorries.   Norine said that the bin lorries get outsourced so she needs to 

know exactly when this happens.  Andrea also said that we need to remind children that cars can come down this 

road and should be aware of this.    

Action: Norine to email School Streets again and ask for some police presence at the appropriate times.  Also, 

anyone who sees the bin lorries at these times please email Norine with the dates and times that this happened.  

Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is Monday 27th February, 7pm to 9pm. 

 


