
Working Together 
Within our P4 classrooms we aim to create a positive, purposeful and 

nurturing learning environment. Your children will have regular 

opportunities to work collaboratively on a wide range of learning 

activities. This will culminate in our exciting Enterprise topic in the 

summer term. We are also looking forward to getting to know our Nursery Buddies while 

working together on some fun activities throughout the session. 

All P4 children will make a valuable contribution to the wider school community through 

our playground Litter Patrol, whilst also developing a growing sense of their role as global 

citizens through the school’s ongoing Fairtrade and Eco work.   

Their block of lessons at Portobello Swim Centre will teach them vital swimming skills, and 

will encourage them to become both increasingly independent and supportive of their 

peers (when changing clothes, organising their belongings etc.) Furthermore, such outings 

are a great opportunity for them to represent the school. 

Start of the day. We would be grateful if you would ensure that your 
child arrives on time for school. The bell rings at 8.50. Children who 
arrive late are missing out on important information and instructions for 
the day.  
 
Uniforms and Coats. We would be grateful if these could be clearly 

named. Please also label items of PE kit. Please ensure children bring a coat to school every 
day, even if the weather is warm that morning. The Scottish weather can soon change so 
we like to be prepared!  
 
Reading. A shared reading session at home is very valuable. You can write a comment or 
simply sign your child’s Reading Record Book.  
 
PE. This year P4A and P4C have their PE lessons on a Tuesday while P4B’s lesson is on a 
Thursday. We have outdoor PE on Thursdays. For indoor activities, a plain white t-shirt, plain 
shorts and indoor gym shoes are recommended. For our outdoor activities your child will 
need suitable training shoes, shorts and a plain white t-shirt - jogging bottoms for colder 
weather would also be advisable.  
 
Homework. Homework will be sent out on a Tuesday and needs to be completed and 
returned to school on the following Monday. Please encourage your child to complete and 
return homework, as this is a chance for them to further develop and consolidate skills 
which have been taught in class. Please check over and sign completed work. 
 
Modern Languages. As part of an Edinburgh wide initiative we will be introducing  
conversational French to the children this session, including greetings, days of the week, 
colours and numbers.  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support, it really makes a difference! 
contact us:admin@Towerbank.edin.sch.uk    0131 669 1551  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to our new school session!  

We hope that by working together we can make this session a happy and very 
productive one for your child, offering them interesting and challenging activities and 
experiences and ensuring that they make the best possible progress with their 
learning.  
 
We have put together this booklet which will provide you with some information 
about what your child will be learning in Primary Four. More detailed information for 
Numeracy and Literacy will be sent out separately. We have also included some top 
tips which will help to make the year go smoothly.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you at the Parent Consultations in October. 
 
 
 
Best Wishes 

Mrs Mason & Miss Disney (P4A), Mrs Reynolds (P4B), Miss McDonald (P4C) 
 



Literacy & English 

We aim to develop the following skills: 

 reading comprehension through exploring a wide variety of texts in different 
genres, including a novel study (The BFG) and A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 finding information and making effective notes from a range of sources 

 exploring the difference between fact and opinion in written text and other media 

 creating texts in a range of genres, including stories, personal responses, discursive 
writing, newspaper articles, letters and poems 

 spelling an increasing number of high frequency words;  applying knowledge of 
phonic strategies and rules when spelling unknown or tricky words 

 identifying the parts of speech – nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions 

 using VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers And Punctuation) to enhance 
written work and develop skills in peer and self-assessment 

 using correct letter formation in a neatly joined script 

 developing sentence structure and organising ideas into paragraphs 

 providing opportunities to develop their listening and talking skills by sharing ideas, 
opinions, information and experiences; also by producing and presenting personal 
projects to the class 

 building higher order thinking skills through the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

We aim to develop knowledge and understanding in the following areas: 

 place value to 10,000 and beyond - explain the link between a digit, its place and its 
value; use place value to split a number in mental calculations 

 recall number facts within 20 with accuracy and speed; memorise fact families 

 use mental strategies such as doubles and near doubles, bridging and 
compensation for addition and subtraction 

 use written methods (‘chimney sums’ etc.) for addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division 

 learn and apply the different strategies in problem solving 

 multiplication – learn the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times tables off by heart and use to solve 
division problems 

 fractions – find fractions of quantities and applying knowledge of multiplication 
and division, recognise simple equivalences 

 data analysis – collate and organise in tables, bar graphs and Venn diagrams 

 tell the time to 5 minute intervals on digital and analogue clocks,  

 money & maths in context - explore ways of making totals and working out change 
using different combinations of notes and coins; introduce the concept of the 
decimal point in relation to money 

 shape - identify, name and describe simple 3D objects and 2D shapes  

 measurement – estimate and measure  length, area, volume and weight 

 symmetry - create and complete symmetrical patterns, find horizontal and vertical 
lines of symmetry on shapes 
 

 
Health and Wellbeing 

Expressive Arts 

 
We will cover the following topics: 
 

 Emotion Works – understanding 
and responding to emotions 

 work with our Nursery Buddies on 
Road Safety 

 ‘H20-Way To Go’ water/nutritional 
drinks 

 Respect focus - ‘Stamp it out!’ 
 

 P.E. - small ball skills, fitness circuits 
(cardiovascular activities), large ball 
skills (handling/using feet) and 
athletics (running, throwing & 
jumping) 

Art & Design 

 through different media to explore 
the elements of colour, form, line, 
shape, space, texture, and value 

 respond to the work of some 
famous artists 

Music 

 keep a steady beat, play different 
rhythms and sing in pitch by playing 
in singing games and rhymes  

 sing in a variety of school 
performances e.g. The Ceilidh 

 begin to learn how to play the 
recorder (more information will be 
provided at a later date) 

Drama 

 re-enact key scenes from A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and the 
trial of William Wallace 

Dance 
 Scottish Country Dancing 

Sciences Technologies  

 Water – Including The Water Cycle 
And Weather 

 Electricity – Making Circuits 

 Living Things – Characteristics, 
Habitats, Food Chains 

 Inheritance – Genetics And 
Evolution 

 ICT – use internet search engines for 
research 

 create, edit and save word 
documents, Power-point 
Presentations and i Movies 

 make a water filter & rain gauge 
 

Social Studies Religious and Moral Education 

People In The Past 

 The Ancient Egyptians 

 The Scottish Wars of Independence 
(William Wallace and Robert the 
Bruce) 

 
We plan to use a rich cross curricular 
approach to our topic work. 

 through reading biblical and other 
Christian stories, develop an 
understanding of the key values of 
Christianity and how they might be 
put into action in real life 

 describe the key features and values 
of other world religions, e.g. The 
Five Pillars of Islam and the many 
different gods of Hinduism  

 


