
Working Together 
Buddies: The P5s have an exciting opportunity to work with the P1s as 

part of the buddy programme. They will act as mentors to their buddies 

through activities such as paired reading and will watch out for them in 

the playground during breaks. 

Wider achievement:   We look forward to celebrating children’s achievements from outside 

school as well as within and encourage children to bring in evidence of their success to 

share with the class. 

Councils:  Children will have the opportunity to be part of councils such as Pupil, Eco, 

Health, Fairtrade, Playground, Outdoor Learning and Tanzania. 

Golden time:  In Primary 5 this will take place across the whole stage, with children being 

able to sign up for a different activity at the beginning of each week. If you feel you could 

offer an activity between 11.30 and 12.00 on a Friday please feel free to contact one of us to 

discuss! 

Start of the day:  We would be grateful if you would ensure that your 
child arrives on time for school. The bell rings at 8.50. Children who 
arrive late are missing out on important information and instructions 
for the day.  
 
Uniforms and Coats:  We would be grateful if these could be clearly 
named. Please also label items of PE kit. Please ensure children bring a 

coat to school every day, even if the weather’s warm that morning. The Scottish weather 
can soon change so we like to be prepared!  
 
Healthy snacks:  As a health promoting school we strongly encourage children to bring in 
healthy snacks and their own bottle of water. 
 
Reading:  A shared reading session at home is very valuable. You can write a comment or 
simply sign your child’s Reading Record Book.  
 
PE: This year, PE is on a Tuesday with Mr McConnachie for P5B and P5C and on a 
Wednesday for P5A, followed by a 2nd session on Friday mornings. For indoor activities, a 
plain white t-shirt, plain black shorts and indoor gym shoes are recommended. For our 
outdoor activities your child will need suitable training shoes, plain black shorts and plain 
white t-shirt - jogging bottoms for colder weather would also be advisable.  
 
Homework:  Homework will be sent out on a Tuesday and needs to be completed and 
returned to school on the following Monday. Please encourage your child to complete and 
return homework as this is a chance for them to further develop skills which have been 
taught in class.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, it really makes a difference! 



contact us:admin@Towerbank.edin.sch.uk    0131 669 1551  
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        Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to our new school session! We hope you had a great summer 
holiday and are looking forward to the exciting activities we have planned for 
this session.  

We hope that by working together we can make this session a happy and 
very productive one for your child, offering them interesting and challenging 
activities and experiences and ensuring that they make the best possible 
progress with their learning.  
We have put together this booklet which will provide you with some 
information about what your child will be learning in Primary Five. More 
detailed information for Numeracy and Literacy will be sent out separately. 
We have also included some top tips which will help to make the year go 
smoothly.  We are looking forward to seeing you at the Parent Consultations 
in a couple of weeks. 

Best Wishes 
 
Miss MacDonald (P5A), Mrs Samson (P5B) and Miss Hawkins (P5C) 
 



Literacy, English and French 

Listening and talking: 

 Share information, experiences and opinions  

 Respond appropriately to different types of questions and ask questions of their 
own 

Reading: 

 Develop higher order thinking and questioning skills through literacy circles and 
class novel 

 Respond to fiction and non-fiction texts 

 Read Scots language and poetry  

 Critically analyse a text 
Writing: 

 Imaginative writing and poetry with literary techniques such as similes and 
metaphors through our Harry Potter topic 

 Functional writing (leaflets, posters, reports and instructions) 

 Imagined personal response (letters, diaries and news articles) 

 Develop further use of vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation 

 Focus on presentation of written work along with legible joined handwriting 

 Increase knowledge of spelling patterns and apply them in their writing 
French: 

 Introduce numbers and basic greetings, colours, food, ordering, family and 
animals. This will all be done orally and through song and rhyme, as written 
work will begin in P6. 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

 

 Place Value: 
work with a larger range of numbers to read, write, order, count and partition 

 Develop a range of written and mental strategies for addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division 

 Learn and apply their knowledge and understanding of times tables  

 Data Analysis: 
interpret and create tables, bar graphs and line graphs 

 Fractions, decimal fractions and percentages;  
calculate fractions of a whole number, identify equivalences of simple fractions 

 Money: 
work with money to and beyond £20, calculate change, investigate simple 
offers such as ‘buy 1 get 1 free’, learn about profit and loss 

 Measurement: 
estimate and calculate length, area, and perimeter of 2D shapes and volume of 
3D objects 

 Angle, Symmetry and Transformation: 
measure, draw and identify angles, recognise 8 points of compass 

 Time: 
tell the time on analogue and digital clocks, use timetables calculate durations 
(in hours and minutes), begin to use 24 hour time 

 Develop a range of problem solving strategies through a variety of contexts 

Health and Wellbeing Expressive Arts 

 
 Growth and Fixed Mindsets 

(The Developing Brain) 

 Introduction to mindfulness 

 Working with P1 Buddies on 
Friendships, Road Safety and 
Litter/Waste 

 Braw Breakfasts (for healthy 
eating) 

 P.E.: club golf, fitness circuits, 
football, basketball, athletics 
and short tennis 

 Inclusion, Diversity and Equality 

 Emotional wellbeing 
 

 

 

 Investigate different techniques 
within art and design 

 Drama- developing character 
through Harry Potter 

 Neighbours Near and Far 
performance 

 Scottish Country dancing 

 Sing in a variety of school 

performances e.g. The Ceilidh 

 Work in groups to create own 

musical compositions. 

Sciences Technologies  

 
 Solids, Liquids and Gases – 

distinguishing states of matter 

 Human Body -  the skeleton, 
body organs, including a focus 
on the brain 

 Light and Sound – causes and 
sources of energy 

 Living Things & Their Habitats 

 
 ICT and internet safety 

 ICT- designing and creating 
animated films 

 ICT- research skills and word 
processing 

 Food design challenge 
 

Social Studies Religious and Moral Education 

 

 Mary Queen of Scots 

Investigate evidence through a 
variety of sources in order to gain 
understanding of the significance 
of Mary Queen of Scots in Scottish 
History 

 Comparative study of France 
and Scotland 
Using research and prior 
knowledge to compare and 
contrast life in both countries 
 

 
 What is Friendship? 

 Peace – linking in with The 
Golden Rule “Treat Others As 
You Would Like To Be Treated” 

 Key Features of Buddhism 

 Supporting the needs of others 
in our local and global 
community 

 


