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Over the past 2 weeks all children from P2 
to P7 have been to the Book Festival.  Here 
are some of their reports. 
 
P4 had an amazing trip to the Book Festival on 
Tuesday to see two funny poets called Chris 
White and Ian Billings. Georgia from 4D was 
chosen to go and help read out a nonsense 
poem. 
We really enjoyed travelling by fancy coach 
and being in the big tent. 
Inspired by the funny poetry, Martha from P4C 
wrote a nonsense poem at break time for her 
class 
 
I saw a leopard prowling through the night 
It jumped on me and gave me such a fright 
Twirling round and round and trembling with 
fear 
Now I am on stage being a puppeteer! 
 
She has inspired us to try writing some more poetry in class.  From P4C 
 
 
Book Festival visit 
By Archie Titterington, Sandy Henry, Duncan Milligan 
The P6s went on a school trip to Charlotte Square Gardens to meet 
the famous author Gillian Cross as part of the Book Festival.  
 
She told us about her life as an author and how she got into writing. 
Gillian Cross first started her Demon Headmaster series because 
her daughter Lizzie begged her to write a book about an evil head. 
The next time her publisher phoned asking her what she was writing 
next, she said she was going to write a book about a demon 
headmaster. 
Gillian Cross was reading from her new book Demon Headmaster: 
Total Control. She also collaborated with Primary 6s from across 
Edinburgh to make a villainous character. 
As an audience we gave her the power to shape-shift. We decided 
she had long thin blonde hair with split ends, long black boots, a knee-length black dress. We also 
decided that she stumbled when she walked and that she was a Festival Organiser. Then we 
thought of a story together. 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

Here is a bit of what we thought of together.  
Once upon a time five kids were having a picnic when an evil festival organiser walked past and 
said, ‘I will get them,’ and she giggled. Then there was a clicking sound and she transformed into a 
small black kitten. Four of the children followed the black kitten. But when they turned round the 
corner there was no kitten, only a big circus tent. The sign outside the circus ten said, ‘Free 
popcorn.’ The children went in and the tent got smaller and smaller as though it was eating 
them…’ 
At the end, some of us got the chance to ask questions we had prepared at school. One of the 
questions we asked was what was her favourite book as a child. She said it was The Secret 
Garden. She told us that she got inspired by a part of The Secret Garden and it helped her write 
The Demon Headmaster. It showed us that we all need to read to get inspired, so we can write 
properly. 
 

P4 attended the Book Festival on Tuesday and saw Ian Billings and 
Chris White.  

 Georgia from P4D was picked to read out an alien poem on stage. 

 Georgia said "I was shocked to be picked and it felt a bit scary to go 
up on stage as there were lots of people there.  It was really difficult 
to read the poem as some of the words were nonsense but it was 
lots of fun." 

 

 

On Tuesday, it was P7’s turn to visit the book festival. We were lucky enough to be seeing a new 
author, Mitch Johnson, who has a novel called Kick which is out today (Friday). He told us what 
the book was about and we played a couple of games. The book has a football theme however it 
also explores exploitation and children working in sweatshops in developing countries. Each class 
got a signed copy of the book which we will read in school. Carla said, “I thought the book festival 
was good because we got to experience something that we don’t normally do.” Fergus said, “I now 
want to buy Kick!” Harry said “It’s inspired me to write more.” 

By Oscar 

 

 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

.Me and my family did a fun run to raise money for Motor Neuron 
Disease. We did it in memory of Gordon my mummy’s friend. We went 
round the bottom of Arthurs Seat. Gordon loved walking round Arthurs 
Seat. We raised £285 and walked 5km. 
Eva P3B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At my football scouts came along to look for good players for the 
Rangers Club. I wear a black and blue strip. We had to do lots of 
different skills. I got picked to try out for the Rangers Club. I am very 
excited. 
 
Dylan P3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ava (Patsy)Is in P5A and she sang at the busk on Saturday.  Well 
done.  
  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

P4 Art Competition for Beach Wheelchairs 
 

The Primary 4 children are taking part in an art competition as part of the Portobello Beach 
Wheelchairs Project. Visitors called Jenny, Pete and Alison came in to talk to us about the project 
and created a poster to summarise our ideas. The wheelchairs have been created to help people 
access the beach and we have been asked to help decorate the container that the wheelchairs will 
be kept in. 
 
The winning designs will be recreated and will 
brighten up the container, which is in the car 
park at Tumbles, where you access the 
Promenade. 
 
All the art will be on display on Sunday 3rd 
September when there will be a guided art 
walk starting from the container at 10.30am. 
From Monday the 4th September, the work 
will be displayed in the entrance to Portobello 
Library for a three week period. 
 
We eagerly await the results! 
 
 
  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

Advance notice of AGM 
 
Dear all, 
Please come along to the AGM of the Towerbank parent groups (currently the Parent 
Council and PSA) on Thursday 28th September, 7.30-9.00 in the lower hall. Everyone 
welcome. 
 
A full agenda will be shared nearer the event, but first order of business will be a formal 
vote to dissolve the PSA allowing the two separate groups to become one - Towerbank 
Parent Group. We'll also cover fundraising aims, events, and issues the group would like to 
tackle over the coming year and go into detail about how the parent group will work. 
 
Hope to see you there, 
 
The PSA and PC committees 

 
 
Chess Club 
Mr Hepburn is leaving at the end of December to spend 6 months in Australia.  Because of this he 
is unable to run chess club at Towerbank this year.. If there are any parents willing or able to help 
with this club can you please contact Mr Friend through the School Office.  
 
 
Lost Property 
The number of unclaimed clothes in Lost Property has built up to unmanageable levels.  Please 
come and check if you know your child has lost something.  All remaining clothes will be removed 
and donated to charity by Friday 8th Sept 
 
Portobello High School 
 

PSH has been successful in being selected 
as part of the Tesco Bags of Life initiative 
and, if successful, will be able to create a 
biodiversity garden at the new school. 
People can vote for us in store at Tesco in 
Musselburgh. 
 
 
Our pitches are left open for community use 
out of hours.  A number of primary age 
pupils use them and it’s great to see them 
being physically active – something we 
would all want to encourage.  One problem 
with this, however, is that many of them 
bring bikes with them and take them onto the 
3G surface.  They are not alone in this, but 
bikes on the pitch is causing damage to the 
surface  
 

 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

Monthly Maths Challenge - how high do we climb? 
There are a lot of stairs in our school! Have you ever 
wondered how much climbing we do? 
Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in Scotland, standing at 
1,345 metres above sea level. If you use the main 
staircase at Towerbank to climb from the ground floor to 
the top floor, you have climbed 9 metres. 
Your Challenge 
How many times would you have to climb these stairs 
before you could say you have climbed the height of Ben 
Nevis? 
If you climbed the stairs three times a day – in the morning, after break and after lunch – how 
many days would it take to climb Ben Nevis?  
Would you like another challenge? 
Have you cracked it? Why not find out how high Mount Everest is – use this to work out how long 
it would take you to climb Everest. 
 
If you think you’ve cracked it, write down your solution along with your name and class and pop it 
into the Monthly Challenge box by 22nd September. You’ll find the box outside the school office. 
. 
Little Tricks with Numbers 

1. Think of a number between 1-9. 

2. Double it. 

3. Add 6. 

4. Halve it. 

5. Subtract the original number from your answer. 

6. You will always finish with the same number – test it with a couple of different numbers to 

find out what it is. 

7. If you see Mr. Rand next week, stop him and tell him what the number is. 

 
 

 
16 People die every month from drowning and we need to stop it.  So the staff at Edinburgh 
Leisure have created Jumpin.  Go along to your local pool and swim 5k ( you have all of 
September to do it).  Ask at the reception for a Jumpin leaflet, fill it in and get your sponsor pack.  
Sign in all that’s necessary and Jumpin!. 
For more info ask the staff at Edinburgh Leisure for the letter.  Have fun!  Carla and Cristina P7C 
 

Try this trick on a 

friend! 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 
On Monday 28th August, the Primary 7 classes went to the Virgin Money Concert at the Ross 
bandstand. We took a coach and as we were sat down, we were greeted by some lovely 
bagpipes. There were many schools there and the show was very nice, with pieces from 
Tchaikovsky, Sleeping Beauty and an Orkney Wedding Song. Robin said “It was good that we got 
to listen to real music that you don’t usually hear.” Ben said “It was interesting seeing a live 
orchestra.”  
By Josh 
 
 
 
On Sunday the 27th of August I ran 5k for Motor Neurone 
Disease. There were over a thousand people running and I 
ran for my Uncle Jimmy. My mum and sister ran too. It was 
round Arthur’s seat it was tough on the way up but better on 
the way down. I am happy I did it because it was a great 
achievement. 
Alva Taylor 6A 
 
Alva Taylor 
 
 
 


