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Towerbank win Boyd Anderson Trophy
On Monday Towerbank Primary sent a team to
the Boyd Anderson Ski races at Hillend. The
team of Ethan, Freya, Leila, Innes, Ross and
Tom did amazingly well and were awarded the Boyd Anderson Trophy for being the
most improved school taking part. They were placed 8th out of 22 schools taking
part.

Towerbank win Edinburgh First Lego League.
On Wednesday the P6 and P7 team from Towerbank won the championship trophy and robot
game trophy at Edinburgh College.
The team came 1st out of 14 other schools and now progress to the national finals in February.
More details to follow from the team.

Cooking on site at Towerbank is one step closer! Update by Parent Food
Focus Team
On Tuesday, Onyema and Andrea, two
parents from the School Food Focus
team, along with Eilidh Jays and Leila
Koita (P7 pupils) represented
Towerbank at the Education, Children
and Families Committee in the City
Chambers.
The Committee was reviewing a report
prepared by council officers that
proposed a pilot hybrid kitchen system
at our school so that some food can be
cooked on site.
Eilidh and Leila outlined the
background to the project and asked
the Committee to support the council
officers' proposal. The girls were
fantastic advocates for the school and made a compelling case. The Committee passed a motion to
support the pilot, and to suggest that £50K is budgeted to make this happen next year. The next stage is for
us to encourage our local councillors to support this budget allocation.
In the meantime, as an interim measure, the cooking of our school lunches is moving to St John's Primary
School. This should further improve the quality of the food because it will be a primary school team cooking
for another primary school, rather than a High School catering team adapting their secondary school menu.
Once Brighton Place is open the food should also have less distance to travel. The move to St John’s is set
to happen before Christmas.

Tower bank Parent Group
Christmas fair: Thank you so much to all the organisers, volunteers, donators, customers, and
of course Santa and his elves. The School fair last Saturday was a great success and raised
about £1,604 for school funds.
Just Giving Page: We know people don’t
always have time to volunteer but would still
want to be able to donate directly towards our
fundraising goals. We have a Just Giving
page where you can donate online at any
time.

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/tpg2019

Dates for your diary:
• Every Friday: Tidy Fridays in the Library. If you’d like to find out more, drop into the library
on Friday morning or email the Library group at towerbanklibrarygroup@gmail.com.
You can keep up to date with all TPG meetings and dates, as well as information about sub-groups,
parent-run activities and fundraising by checking out the new TPG website:
https://towerbankparentgroup.wordpress.com/.
If you need volunteers or have key dates you would like included in the TPG's weekly update, please
email Alisonapayne@gmail.com

P4C were delighted to meet their nursery buddies on
Monday. They enjoyed playing together and exploring
stories.
Thank you so much for having us!

At the weekend, pupils from P4 - Izzy
Rowatt, Eloise Anderson and Sophia
Walker really got into the festive spirit
performing
Christmas songs with their choir outside
the Dome in George Street to raise
money for the Edinburgh Children’s
Hospital Charity.

Tech Team Masterclass
Our masterclass was held at
Wester Hailes Education Centre,
we travelled there by mini bus.
When we got there, Louise (the
lady who interviewed us) met us
at reception. She took us up to
her room which was filled with lots
of cool technology including
spheros, beebots, digital x-ray tee
shirts, games and a green screen.
The x-ray tee shirt allowed you to
look inside the body, someone
had to wear the tee shirt and the
other person could scan it using
the app on the iPad. Spheros
were little robot balls that you
could link to an iPad and then
control which direction they went.
We also went to the computer lab
and logged into our office 365
accounts, we used an app called
teams called TOWE-Tech Team,
this is a place where we can
share all our ideas and views with
Mr Crooks and other members.
We were also given some
spheros to take back to school,
our next project is the plan some
lessons for using them from P1-7.
We had so much fun on Monday,
we all hope we get to do it again
soon
By Lily Hall, Ellis Worth and Rosie Murdoch.

A ROUND UP OF THE LIBRARY NEWS – DECEMBER 2019
Our Author in Residence
The P2s-P7s have been working with the author Mike Nicholson to explore creative writing and
illustrations based on ‘Our Library by the Sea’.
The residency, funded by the Scottish Library Improvement Fund, has involved three sessions
with every class to help promote enjoyment of reading, inspire creative writing and increase
confidence in both. In the final session, delivered in the library, the children explored different
genres of books in our school library and were encouraged to try new titles.
Jenny Capon, parent and local illustrator, produced a lovely visual minute of the discussion areas
and captured the children’s ideas.

Time to return all your library books!
Your children have all been enjoying the wonderful books and using this fabulous library space.
We now need to do a stock check and so the library team would be grateful if all the books are
returned by Wednesday 18 December.

A new partnership with The Portobello Bookshop
We are really pleased that the school has established a
partnership with The Portobello Bookshop and next year
we hope to work with them on author visits, a World Book
Day project and other events.
For anyone who wants to donate a new book to our school
library, the Bookshop has created a list of 100 top titles
that we would like for the children.
Anyone who buys a book to give to the library will receive a
10% discount on the price of the book and a specially
designed bookplate to add your own message. Just ask
the staff at the bookshop about the ‘Towerbank 100’ and
they’ll help you out.
Library Lunchtimes
From the beginning of December, the P5-P7s have been using the library at lunchtimes. The slots,
staffed by parent volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays and school staff on Wednesdays,
provide a quiet area for the older pupils to enjoy during the lunch break.
Thanks to staff and volunteers that have helped to make this happen.
So, do remind your children that:
• Tuesday is the P7 lunchtime
• Wednesday is the P6 lunchtime
• Thursdays is the P5 lunchtime

Volunteering in the library
Everyone is welcome along to ‘Friday
Tidy’ sessions in the library – drop in
when you can. We are always looking
for more volunteers to help out at
lunchtime sessions too. Email
towerbanklibrary@gmail.com for more
information.
Finally – thanks to all of you who
donated books for the library!

Erin Menzies in P2 won 2 gold medals for the vault and beam and came 6th
overall in her gymnastics competition at the weekend.

Dylan McCulloch P5, was chosen by his football team, to receive
the player of the year award on Sunday at their Christmas party.

Daisy Bell P5
Daisy made this incredible unicorn for home learning this week.
“I used papier-mâché, it took quite a few days because I had to
leave it to dry. I used a milk carton to make the horn and
cardboard to make the ears.”

Congratulations to all those who took part in the Wee Sleep
Out Sumdog Contest between Friday 29th November – 5th
December 2019!
2184 classes from schools across the UK entered this contest
and 16,562 pupils took part.
Over 2.6 million questions were answered in total and
Towerbank answered 20,304 of these questions!
All Towerbank pupils who took part in the contest were
awarded a certificate and prize at school on Friday 5 th December. 😊
Congratulations to P6C who were the top class from Towerbank!

The next contest is an Edinburgh Contest which starts on 7th February 2020.
Until then, keep up the super maths on Sumdog!
Miss L Macdonald
P2C Class Teacher

Primary 1 have
enjoyed taking part in
outdoor learning
activities over the past
few weeks and are
looking forward to more
sessions next term.
Many thanks to Bridget
Campbell for helping
us.

