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Well done to all the runners from Towerbank who took 
part in the city wide Cross Country Races on the 
Meadows a few weeks ago.  Well done to these 
runners who were awarded top 10 places. 
 
P7: 
 
Kyle Walker 1st 
Stella McGregor 5th 
Jamie Smith 5th 

Cristina Elliot 7th 
 
 
P6: 
 
Finn Middleton 2nd 
Sadie Slifer 2nd 
Alva Taylor 9th 
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P3C’s trip to the Baptist church 
We arrived at the Baptist church and met Dougald (Tom’s grandad). He told us to close our eyes 
and imagine what it would have been like 300 years ago because that was when the first house 
was built in Portobello by a man called George Hamilton. It was built in the same place that the 
church is now. Then we went upstairs and Dougald showed us a powerpoint all about the history 
of Portobello and the building we were in. It was surprising to hear that the church had first been a 
Town Hall, then an entertainment hall and then a cinema. In fact the seats we were sitting on were 
the original cinema seats from nearly 100 years ago! We got a tour of the upstairs which used to 
be a flat and were surprised to see how small the kitchen and toilet were. It was funny to hear that 
people used to have to use an outside toilet. In the basement there are old cells because a police 
officer used to live in the flat and would keep people there overnight if they had misbehaved. 
We would like to give a huge thanks to Chris and Dougald for organising this fantastic trip- we 
learned so much and really enjoyed it! 
 
 
On Monday we visited Portobello Baptist Church in the High Street. It is on the site of the oldest 
building in Portobello called Portobello House. Portobello House was built by a man called George 
Hamilton in 1745. In 1860 is was knocked down and the building that is there today was built. It 
was a Town Hall, a Police Station and even a Cinema. Now it is the Baptist Church.By P3B 
 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

Cameron Murray had a busy 2 weeks. She 
earned her yellow belt in Taekwon Do and was 
promoted to a white suit. She attended a 
seminar in bullying awareness and self 
defence. She's also been requested to 
volunteer with the little tiger cubs too, which she 
enjoys. Cameron also participated in her 2nd 
Edinburgh Competition festival and was proud 
of her performance with some lovely feedback 
from the adjudicator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P7 experimenting this week on how successfully a structure 
can withstand the seismic waves of an earthquake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 
 
Has your child already grown out of their uniform? Spilled bolognese 
sauce down their polo shirt? 
 
Come to our second hand uniform sale on Friday 23 March from 1145-
1300 in the playground shelter (weather permitting). Selling good quality 
Towerbank and non-branded uniform, including some almost new items. 
Lots of bargains to be had with prices from 50p. All proceeds go towards funding school projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

TPG Fundraising & Events Update 
 
Towerbank School Spring Fair 
Interested in joining a small planning group to organise this year’s Spring Fair? Come along to our 
initial meeting this Tuesday 20th March, 7-8pm – Contact Ruth Bowen for more details. 
 
School Discos 
We are still looking for a small team of volunteers to help organise the school discos on 12 May 
and 2 June. If there are any parents interested please do get in touch. 
 

Events Diary 
Friday 23 March, Donated School Uniform Sale, 11.45am-1pm 
Saturday 12 May, School Spring Fair, 2-5pm 
Saturday 12 May, School Disco, P5-P7 (evening) 
Saturday 2 June, School Disco’s, P1&P2 and P3&P4 

 
Lottery Update 
The School Lottery has been 
running for 4 months. Every 
week there’s a winner - two lucky 
folk have actually won twice in 
that time! No £25k winners yet 
but plenty of time for that. With 
current members we are 
projected to raise over £1,700 in 
the first year. There’s a special 
offer for anyone who signs up by 
30th March. See details below. 
 
 
Fundraising Review 
The TPG ‘Ideas meeting’ on 22 
March kicks off planning for next 
year. After this we will review all 
our fundraising activities, 
including the lottery, and start to 
make plans for the year ahead. 
 
Right now, we are looking for 
someone to take on the 
Strategic Funding Lead which 
focuses on what projects we 
raise money for. If you are 
interested or want to know more 
please contact Ruth Bowen or 
Ruth Jays. 
 
Contact Us 
For more details, please contact 
Ruth Bowen, Fundraising & 
Events Lead, via 

towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com or Towerbank School Community Group Facebook page. 

mailto:towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com


 
                        

 

 

 

 

Friday 23rd March 2018 

 

Next Friday morning, we will be supporting Sport 

Relief. As in 2016, we are going to take to the prom and see how 

far we can run, or walk, to raise awareness of this year’s appeal. 

Why not come along on the day and join us! 

For a small donation, all pupils are invited to wear sports clothes on 

the day. Each class will be guided to the prom and will be given 

the opportunity to complete as many “laps” as possible in the time 

available. 

With the help of this month’s maths challenge, we will work out how 

many steps we have completed and contribute this towards the 

Sport Relief Billion Steps Challenge. 

We still need volunteers to help make the event 

possible. If you are available on this date, even 

for a limited time, please email admin@towerbank.edin.sch.uk 

to volunteer. 

 
Assembly last week.  Many thanks to Ms Bicheno and Mrs McGroarty for leading in a Tanzanian 
dance and for sharing so much about their trip to Musafini Primary School in Tanzania. 
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This year, Sport Relief has challenged the country to complete a billion steps 

a day for the month of March. Parents can download an app if they want to 

take part. Pupils will take part at school on Friday 23rd March.  

In the meantime, why not try one (or both) of this month’s maths challenges? 

Monthly Challenge 1 

One million is a 1 with 6 zeros after it – 1 000 000 

One billion is a 1 with 9 zeros after it – 1 000 000 000* 

 

Can you find the name for a number which has: 

(i) a 1 with 12 zeros (ii) a 1 with 15 zeros (iii) a 1 with 18 zeros 

 

What do you notice about the names of these numbers? 

What is the largest number which you can find a name for? 
 

*In the UK we have used this short form (or American system) since 1974. Traditional European systems are different. 
 

Monthly Challenge 2 

The average pupil at Towerbank has a stride (or step) length of 50 

centimetres.  

 
How many steps will it take for this pupil to walk 1 kilometre? 

All entries should be posted in the Monthly Challenge box by  

23rd March 2018. 
 

  

https://www.sportrelief.com/get-involved/get-the-app


 
                        

 

 

 

 

Towerbank Parent Group - Annual ideas session - March 22  
 
Have your say on what's important to you about your child's education at Towerbank.  
 
This is your opportunity to give your views about what priorities the TPG should be working with 
the school on and your chance to influence the school's improvement plan. 
 
Last year, the ideas session contributed to the school's priorities and improvement plan for the 
year.  
 -Parents who attended said they wanted to see: 
 
-more focus on maths and numeracy. The school now has a dedicated numeracy teacher - Mr 
Rand. 
 
-better performance space and more creative and arts opportunities. A stage is now available 
for use, the whole school attended the Lyceum Theatre Christmas show and P5 took part in an 
opera performance with Scottish Opera. These will become annual events and all three projects 
were funded by the TPG. 
 
-A school library. A library group has been set up by the school and a commitment has been 
made that a library space will open next academic year.  
 
- improvements and a competitive element introduced to sports days. Competitive heats and 
races were held at last year’s sports day. We also arranged refreshments for parents and toilets 
for children.  
 
-more outdoor learning and better use of the wildlife garden. The garden is now open more 
regularly to children and is used on a rota basis. Loose parts play has been introduced and well 
received, funded by the TPG. The beach is now being used more for outdoor learning in better 
weather.  
 
These are just some of the things the parents who attended last year’s session helped bring about 
in partnership with the school. And we want to do more  in the coming year. 
 
This is an informal session in groups where you will be able to share ideas and suggestions.  
 
Please register your interest in attending and send your ideas for topics which should be covered 
by emailing towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com.   
 
The session will be held at the school on March 22 from 7.30-9pm.  
 

mailto:towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com

