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Tommy Sheppard MP 
 
The Pupil Parliament reps 
from P6 and P7 met Tommy 
Sheppard MP.  This was a 
great opportunity to talk to the 
man who represents our area 
at Westminster.  When he 
arrived we took him on a tour 
of the school.  He was 
particularly interested in our 
plans to build a new school 
library.  After the tour we 
asked  him some questions 
which he answered happily.  
This was a really interesting 
experience and a good 
opportunity for the new pupil 
parliament reps.  Sophie, 
Georgia, Sam, Finlay, Miya 
and Rory. 
 

Mrs McGoarty and Ms 
Bicheno returned from 
Tanzania on Tuesday this 
week.  Learn about their 
amazing week on their blog. 
 

https://towerbankprimary.wordpress.com/msufini-link/ 

http://www.towerbankprimary.wordpress.com/
mailto:admin@towerbank.edin.sch.uk
https://towerbankprimary.wordpress.com/msufini-link/


 
                        

 

 

 

 

 
Marathon Teams 
Last year there a staff team took part in the Edinburgh Marathon to raise money for the playground 
goals and a bereavement charity.  In 2018 we plan to have 2 teams of staff from Towerbank 
running.  Would any teams of 4 parents/carers like to join us on the day to raise money for The 
Brain Trust and have some fun running the marathon as a team?  If parent or carers would like to 
take part or even coordinate the parents/carer teams please email the school at 
admin@towerbank.edin.sch.uk 
 
Details here 
https://www.edinburghmarathon.com/events/relay/ 
 
 
 
Ski trip report 

On the 5th of February 
to the 7th of February, 
a group of 56 P6 and 
P7 pupils went on a ski 
trip to Lagganlia. 
Monday the 5th of 
February: First thing 
on Monday morning 
we took a coach to 
Lagganlia. This took 
over 3 hours! Once we 
had arrived we 
dropped of our 
suitcases and were 
taken into the common 
room. There we got an 
introduction to the 
council facility, had our lunch and were shown to our dormitories. After that we went through a 
very noisy fire drill. While we were waiting for the alarm to finish we were shown our groups for the 
next few days. 

The next morning everyone got dressed, had breakfast and were ready for skiing by 9 o’clock. 
Straight after we got on to our mini buses and we were off on an hour drive to the Lecht (where we 
would be skiing for the next 2 days)! As soon as we got there we split off in to our groups some 
heading to the training slopes, some to the Kestrel slope and some even going to the top of the 
mountain! Between around 12:30pm and 1:00pm groups headed into the café to have their lunch. 
Straight after, with no delay we got back on our skis and back on the slopes even during the below 
freezing temperatures. With snow flying in every direction, it was almost impossible to see our 
instructors! Adam Wilson (P7A) said ‘the weather was bitterly cold but made such brilliant views!’  

On Tuesday night we had an amazing talent show which was kicked off with the teachers going 
through all the kids’ different dance phases. Magnus Smith (P7B) said ‘It was an unforgettable 
experience and I hope next year’s trip is just as fun!’ Some of the talent included: Ross’s comedy, 
Donald Sheep, Dancing, a very strange bus song, Oscars very casual backflip and the VINE-GA 
meme. 

At Lagganlia, many pupils and teachers enjoyed the food very much. Here is a quote from one of 
the pupils, Alexander Hodge (P7C) said ‘the food was excellent but there could have been more 

mailto:admin@towerbank.edin.sch.uk
https://www.edinburghmarathon.com/events/relay/


 
                        

 

 

 

 

choice.’ When day three came around everybody was upset to be leaving Lagganlia. We packed 
our bags, cleared our rooms, stripped our beds and put our bags in the luggage area before eating 
breakfast. Then it was back of to the Lecht! We put as much effort as we could into our last day of 
skiing. Once we got back to the house we had a PIZZA PARTY!!! Next we grabbed our bags, said 
bye to the staff and headed for the coach. 

The journey back was shorter (2hr) and we listened to the last of Kai’s blutooth speaker. We were 
all glad to see our families again and we waved goodbye to the teachers before leaving the 
carpark. Such a tiring yet memorable experience that we will never forget. We hope whoever goes 
next year enjoys it just as much as we did! 

Written by Idun and edited by Josh (P7)  

 
 

 
 
Do you care about the future of the Pitz/Tumbles site in Portobello? 
 
Join Action Porty for a community-led design weekend on Saturday 3rd March and Sunday 4th 
March to steer the future of this important site on Westbank Street.  We want to gather the views 
of as many residents, businesses and others as possible to feed into the Council's decision 
making about the future of the site. 
 
More information and full timetable at https://www.bellfield.scot/westbank-pitz/  
 

  

https://www.bellfield.scot/westbank-pitz/


 
                        

 

 

 

 

My class topic is The Scottish Wars of Independence. 
I was learning about The Battle of Stirling Bridge. I  watched a video of the Battle happening in 
lego and at the end Mrs Udell and I decided to make our own model of the battle. It was fun!  
Johnny P4 

 
 
World Book Day 1st March 
Towerbank will be marking World Book Day next week in a variety of different ways in individual 
classes.  There will however be no dressing up activities. 
 
Sustrans  
On Friday 2nd March Towerbank is being used to launch the Big Pedal project across the UK.  A 
famous cyclist – Mark Beaumont will be in school for a photograph with some selected children.  
The photographer may also take a photo of the prom before school to demonstrate how many 
children scoot or cycle to Towerbank each day.  This will depend on the weather forecast for this 
day which is currently looking snowy! 
 
At the beginning of February, I did my Level 2 Ballet Exam. I recently got the 
results back. I achieved 89 points with distinction. I felt quite good because I 
knew I have improved on my 86 points last year. By Valentina P3.  
 
 

On 10th February, I did a Ballroom and Latin Dance 
Competition in Fife. I did the Quick Step, Waltz, Cha Cha 
Cha and Jive with my partner Mya. We achieved 1st for 
Waltz and 4th for Quick Step (Ballroom Dancing) and we achieved 3rd for Cha 
Cha Cha and 4th for Jive (Latin Dancing). I also did a Solo Cha Cha Cha and I 
got 4th. I felt really proud because that was the first time Mya and I achieved a 
1st in Waltz.  By Cameron P3.  
 
 
 

 
P3 have been learning about Scotland, Portobello and 
the Local Community. We visited Portobello Library to 
learn about the history of Portobello. We looked at the 
main features of the mural upstairs in the library. We 
learnt that Sir Harry Lauder (1870-1950) was born in 
Bridge Street and became a popular entertainer. He 
was one of the first Scottish superstars and was 
knighted in 1919. There is also a road in Portobello 
named after him.  Ian and Emily, the librarians, read 
us a few stories in Scots too. We really enjoyed our 
trip to the library. Thank you.   
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 
Ethan Cole (P3) successfully completed and passed his level 5 ski camp 
at Hillend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Well done to Emma Bell-Stevenson and Bethanie 
Acheson for successfully completing Level 1 
skiing at Hillend Ski Centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
Link to Lego UK finals this Saturday 24th February.  This is a live stream of the competition the 
Towerbank team won 2 cups in.  https://firstlegoleague.theiet.org/ 
 
Curriculum map.  An overview document of the curriculum across 3 contexts has been uploaded 
to the school web site.https://towerbankprimary.wordpress.com/parent-info/ 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be a beach 
clean up this Saturday, in 
the area outside 
Portobello Swimming pool. 
This has been organised 
after 4 children, including 
Stella and Elliott from 
P6C, decided that action 
was needed after watching 
Blue Planet 2. A 
representative from the 
Marine Conversation 
Society will be there and 
litter collecting equipment 
will be provided 
  

https://firstlegoleague.theiet.org/
https://towerbankprimary.wordpress.com/parent-info/


 
                        

 

 

 

 

Thursday 22nd February was 
World Guide Thinking Day 
which means that it is a time 
for Guides to be thinking about 
and remembering other 
Guides across the world. To 
get into Guides you have to do 
a promise where you hold up 
three fingers on your right 
hand and say "I promise that I 
will do my best, to be true to 
myself and develop my beliefs, 
to serve the queen, my 
community and to keep the 
Guide Law". In Guides we 
earn badges, play fun games, 
go to guide camp and make 
new friends. Some of the 
badges we earn are for agility, 
taking part in different activities and learning about cultures around the world.  

By Ella, Willo, Ami and Charlotte -  P7A 

 

P6 Apply to be Ocean Guardians 
We had to fill out a form to see if we would get the kits and the support. Some of the questions 
were: 
 
Why should we choose you? 
We are pretty much on the beach and we have over 700 pupils that would be excited to help and 
we are awesome. 
 
How many beach clean-ups would you do a year? 
We would do three a year. 
 
How would you look after the kit? 
We would put it in a secret cupboard in our school. 
 
About the kit: 
4 x grabbers 
1 x big bin for others to do mini beach clean ups 
Biodegradable bin bags 
Ocean Guardian Flag 
 
Were we one of the lucky schools out of Britain to be chosen? 
After a week of crossed fingers……..YES! 
 
By the Ocean Guardians  Jesi, Todd, Rowan and Matthew P6B 
  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

Towerbank Parent Group (TPG) – Fundraising and Events Group Update 
 
Funding Requests: £9,422 worth of funding has already been passed this year by the TPG. These were 
£4,229 to subsidise the Lyceum Xmas show for all pupils; £900 for Scottish Opera performance for all P5 
pupils (this will become an annual event); £1447 for the stage in the gym hall to make it safe for use 
(including steps and a safety rail); three curved benches for the sensory garden to benefit all pupils costing 
£2,700; a new hose pipe and reel for £146 to make watering the sensory and wildlife gardens and trees 
easier, and £1,400 towards purchasing Imagination Playgound resources (see below). 
 
You Decide 2018 fund update 
The TPG Playspace Group have successfully been awarded £1,500 from the You Decide 2018! fund. This 
will help buy Imagination Playground resources to give more opportunities for imaginative and co-operative 
play. The plan is to purchase these in April when the funding comes through. Thanks to Jo MacDonald for 
taking the lead on this. 

 
 
School Uniform Sales 
Plans are afoot to organise some regular donated uniform sales. Lesley Laurie has taken on the co-
ordinating role. Further details to follow. 
 
Towerbank Spring Fair, 12th May, 2-5pm  
We are looking to set up a small planning team to get the spring fair off the ground. Do you have some time 
to spare? It’s a great way to meet other people, get involved, support your school and help raise funds. Key 
roles are: poster design, publicity, communications (newsletter and social media), recruiting stall leaders, 
co-ordinating volunteers, sourcing prizes and donations, liaising with the school, co-ordinating games, 
planning the lay out of the fair and co-ordinating the set up on the day. 
 
Spring discos, 12th May (P5-7) and 2nd June (P1&2 followed by P3&4) 
We need a small team of volunteers to organise the spring discos. These are always hugely popular and 
this year we have booked Kidnetick who will pretty much run the whole show taking the pressure off any 
organisers. Kidnetick come highly recommended by other local schools. 
 

If you are interested in joining the Spring Fair or Spring Disco teams, or would like to consider 
getting more involved in the Fundraising & Events Group, please contact Ruth Bowen via 
towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com or the Towerbank Facebook page. Thank you! 

  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

Towerbank Parent Group - Annual ideas session - March 22  
 
Have your say on what's important to you about your child's education at Towerbank.  
 
This is your opportunity to give your views about what priorities the TPG should be working with 
the school on and your chance to influence the school's improvement plan. 
 
Last year, the ideas session contributed to the school's priorities and improvement plan for the 
year.  
 -Parents who attended said they wanted to see: 
 
-more focus on maths and numeracy. The school now has a dedicated numeracy teacher - Mr 
Rand. 
 
-better performance space and more creative and arts opportunities. A stage is now available 
for use, the whole school attended the Lyceum Theatre Christmas show and P5 took part in an 
opera performance with Scottish Opera. These will become annual events and all three projects 
were funded by the TPG. 
 
-A school library. A library group has been set up by the school and a commitment has been 
made that a library space will open next academic year.  
 
- improvements and a competitive element introduced to sports days. Competitive heats and 
races were held at last year’s sports day. We also arranged refreshments for parents and toilets 
for children.  
 
-more outdoor learning and better use of the wildlife garden. The garden is now open more 
regularly to children and is used on a rota basis. Loose parts play has been introduced and well 
received, funded by the TPG. The beach is now being used more for outdoor learning in better 
weather.  
 
These are just some of the things the parents who attended last year’s session helped bring about 
in partnership with the school. And we want to do more  in the coming year. 
 
This is an informal session in groups where you will be able to share ideas and suggestions.  
 
Please register your interest in attending and send your ideas for topics which should be covered 
by emailing towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com.   
 
The session will be held at the school on March 22 from 7.30-9pm.  
  

mailto:towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com


 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s nearly Valentine’s Day and the local chocolate shop, Jilly Joppa’s, are 

preparing a special pack for the day. 

They sell 20 chocolates per box, as shown here. 

However, for the Valentine’s special they would 

like to increase this to 24 per box. As a result, 

they need a new box! 

The Challenge 

Your challenge is to find and show all of the 

ways that these chocolates could be 

packaged. Once you have found them all, say 

which box you would recommend and why. You 

could also decorate your delicious chocolates to make them look amazing! 

Remember, all packets must be square or rectangular in shape and must 

have spaces for 24 chocolates - no more, no less! 
 

Not sure what to do? Look at this example… 

Jilly’s usual packet has 20 sweets and looks like the one above. However, they could have 

arranged this packet like this… 

 
Or even like this… 

 

So, there were three ways that Jilly could have arranged 20 chocolates. How many can 

you find for 24? 

 

Get your entry into the Monthly Challenge box in near the fish tank by Friday 

2nd March. 

 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 
Well done to everybody who entered January’s Monthly Challenge. 

 

All entrants, and the correct solution, can be found here. 

 
 

Do you want to find more puzzles, challenges, hints and tips? 

 

Follow us on twitter - @TBNumeracy 

Visit our numeracy and maths support site - 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ce/towerbanknumeracy/  
 

https://twitter.com/TBNumeracy
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ce/towerbanknumeracy/

