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Whole School Photo

Lots of whole school photos and films were taken on Thursday morning by drone. In perfect
weather over 700 children and school staff formed themselves into the letters TOWERBANK on
the beach. Many thanks to Mr Rand and P7 for organising and getting everyone to their correct
letter on the sand.
When the drone company have gone through all the images and films we will be able to share
them with everyone.
Families will be able to order a copy of the
photo through the school for a small
charge. Any money raised will be used to
provide resources for all children at school.

Winners!
On Wednesday 24th May, 29
pupils from Primary 6 went to the
Active Schools 5th annual Games
at the HUB at St Augustine’s high
school. There were over 50
school and around 1400 pupils.
The sports Towerbank were
selected to compete in were
athletics, lacrosse and dancing.
We were split into our groups and
sent off to do our sports.
My name is Connor and I was
doing athletics. First we went to
the javelin, then after that we went
to the agility station. Next was the
long jump followed by the relay
and finally sprints, which was my favourite. The athletics team did really well but we had to wait
until the end of the day with our fingers crossed for a prize… I thought it was an amazing
experience.
My name is Miya and I was in the lacrosse team. First we were given our sticks and it was the first
time any of us had held a lacrosse stick. We started with some activities to get us warmed up and
then we started practising our shooting. In the afternoon there was a tournament and seven teams
took part. It went really well considering we had never played before. Out of 6 qualifying games we
won 5 - this meant we were in the finals! Unfortunately, we were beaten 3-0 but it was amazing
learning to play the game and getting to work with people from other classes.
My name is Lilly and I was in the dance team. In the morning we learned a routine, which wasn’t
too tricky. There were about 200 children learning the dance. We made sure we had lots of
practise because we were going to perform it at the end of the day. In the afternoon we were
allowed to add in some moves and Towerbank were very unique as we ended with a human
pyramid and I was on top! Performing at the end was scary
but it went really well and thankfully I managed to stay on top
of the pyramid.
At the prize giving we learned that our athletics team had
won their event! They went onstage to collect their shield and
were all very
proud of our
achievements.
It was a great
day because
we got to meet
many new
people and we
had fun doing
lots of sporting
activities.

Music afternoon
Many thanks to the hundreds of performers who showcased a very wide range of music to a large
audience on Wednesday afternoon. Kind thanks to all the instructors, music teachers, school staff
and audience for making it such a success.
I play rugby for Portobello Rugby Club. I play for the P3 team. Over the last
month I have played in lots of matches. I have come, first, second and third
in the games and won lots of medals.
Isaac P3C

Last Wednesday the Wildlife Rangers came to work with us
and took us to the Outdoor Classroom. It was really fun, we
looked at caterpillars and we collected beasties. We found out
that bug poo was soil and very good for plants. We looked at
snails and made a Bug Hotel.
P3C

Last Thursday Mrs Milton came in to do Story Craft with our
class. We all helped Ralph (a puppet) to make up a story. He
couldn’t speak but we still had lots of fun. We loved that we
picking the different props to help make up a story and it was
different every time.P3C

On Sunday 21 May I co-hosted TEDx Portobello with the actor Cal MacAninch (parent at
Towerbank). TED stands for technology, entertainment and design and a conference is held in
Vancouver every year. TEDx is a license to give to a community so they can organise and host
their own talks. TEDx Portobello was streamed live all over the world and it was a great
experience working with so many professionals. The talks were very interesting and the theme
was re-starting the machine. I explained that I was about to restart my machine by finishing 7
years of Primary school and starting High school after the summer. Euan P7a

Amelie Dougan p2a, Stella Lynn p2a, Olivia Fraser, Isla Morrison and Imogen McClory, from P2c
performed 3 dances each night in the Brunton Theatre over 3 days. They danced hip hop and tap
and then in the finale.

On Sunday 21st May, I went to Bo'ness for a synchronized swimming
competition. I did a duet with my friend Brooke and we came 3rd. That
means we both got bronze medals. I feel very proud of myself because I
didn’t think we would manage but we did. (By Lois P3B)

On Friday afternoon I went to my Dad’s work, Standard Life Investments,
which sponsor The British and Irish Lions. All the parents at his work had
a competition and put their child’s name in a draw to win the chance of
meeting a Lion. I was one of the lucky winners and I got the chance to
meet Stuart Hogg and I got his signature as well as a toy Lion. It was a
great day. I would love to play rugby too when I’m older. (By Donald P3B)

I completed my piano Prep Test and got a
certificate. I played on a grand piano! I
was excited and nervous. Mairead P3a
I went to the Royal Conservatoire in
Glasgow for my grade 2 fiddle exam. I
passed with merit (my friend Stella got a
distinction!). Ishbel P6c

I was awarded student of the month for improvement at
Kokoro Dojo Karate, I also had the strongest punch.
By Jack Roberts (P3B)

Alva on Acting
My last audition was for a country film but I didn’t get into it. I have been doing
drama for about 2 and a half years now. I go to drama at Strange Town in
Leith. I am working on a show called ‘Little Sisters and Other Dangerous
Creatures’. It’s a really good play. I play a talking tree! We perform in front
of about 106 people including the director and the lighting person and a few
other people. This is my fourth play, the other shows I’ve been in are called:
‘Aladdin’, ‘Monster Force Engage’ and The Frog Prince. My favourite show
was probably ‘The Frog Prince’.
At the start of each session we normally play a game, my favourite game is
probably ‘Mafia’. It’s really fun but it takes a lot of concentration. My least
favourite game is probably ‘Ghosts’. But most of the games I really like.
I would advise you to join a drama group. It’s one of the best experiences you can have and you
may even be on TV! I have had one television audition and that was for ‘Cash for Kids’. It was one
of the best thing I had ever done. I really hope I get into another audition soon…
EIlidh the Water Baby
I am in Portobello Swimming club so I have done a few galas. I have done a
Coverdale gala which was 4 different galas in Haddington, Tranent,
Musselburgh and Portobello. Overall Portobello came second which I
thought was very good.
The last swimming gala I did was about three weeks ago. I did enjoy it but it
was a long day: I arrived at quarter past eight in the morning and left at
quarter to six at night. But it was worth it because my relay team won a silver
medal!
In my 50m backstroke I was third and in my 50m freestyle I was second. I
also got my third personal best in my freestyle. I did do another relay but we
only had a team of three so someone did swim twice as you have to have four swimmers - if we had
four I think I would have got a bronze medal.
I go to swimming twice a week and normally by the end I am usually exhausted, but I have to say
that it is truly worth it!
Hibs Girls
Are you looking for a football club? Then you’ve come to
the right place!!! Read on to find your dream club…
Hello, we are talking about our football that we do at Porty
High. Our names are Izabella, Zoe and Abi. We would
like to encourage more girls to come. The coaches are
really nice, ours is Jamie. If you would like to come you will
get a strip when you pay (£30 per month) but we don’t have
ours yet. We do all kinds of skills like headers, dribbling, L
turns and drag backs. Then, once we do all our skills, we
play a wee game at the end. Training sessions are on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Finally, when we have a team
that come every week we will play real matches!! There is
a Hibs girls holiday camp, would you like to come?
By Izabella, Abi and Zoe P5

Absence policy
There have been a number of requests for holidays recently. The majority of these
requests have to be recorded as unauthorized. The relevant council policy on these
requests is copied below.
4.10 Family Holidays during Term Time
4.10.1 The majority of family holidays taken during term time should be categorised as Unauthorised Absence (code
G). However, it is acceptable under exceptional circumstances, and provided the parent has made a written
request to the Head Teacher, for schools to authorise a family holiday of not more than two weeks duration,
during term time. Such circumstances may include:

Eva’s mum Julie brought a Golden
Retriever called Duke into school. We were
learning about dog awareness. It was held
in the music room. We did it during Golden
Time. We talked about the dangers of a dog
being tied to the gates outside school.
Someone might not know how to go up to a
dog. If you stroke a dog in the wrong place
it might bite you.
We learnt how to approach a dog , the
proper way.
• Ask the owner first, if there is one
• Then ask the dog to come to you.
Don’t go up to the dog.
• Some dogs don’t like to be stroked on the neck, so to be on the safe side just stroke the
dog on the tummy or the dog’s back.
We learnt how to give a dog a treat:
• First ask the owner if you can give the dog a treat
• Next call the dog over to you. If you don’t know its name just say, ‘Here’.
• When the dog has come over to you, hold your hand out flat and the dog should eat the
treat. Now praise the dog and stroke it.
We played a little game. Three people would stand in a hula hoop and the other children would be
the ‘dogs’. They would come up to you and jump on you and bark. The trick, to be safe, is to cross
your arms and look at the sky.
We think there should be a place for dogs outside the playground that no one should go up to.
Children sometimes stroke the dogs in the morning and then don’t wash their hands before snack
time. You have germs on your hands and then eat your snack and can get sick.
Duke the dog got loads of treats and we all got to stroke the dog.
By Eva, Ruby and William P5

Sports days
Wednesday 7th June
Thursday 8th June

P1-2 9.30-11.00
P3-4 1.30-3.00
P5-7 9.30-11.00

