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Towerbank Ski Week

Last week 86 children from P7 to P5 took part in the third Towerbank Snowsports week. Two groups
stayed at Lagganlia over the week. Lagganlia is one of the Edinburgh outdoor centers. Both groups were
lucky to have one day of snowsports on fresh snow at the Lecht. Both groups also had a day when the
weather was less pleasant with high winds.
For many children in P5 this was their first residential. The standard of tuition at Lagganlia from the brilliant
instructors is outstanding. Many thanks to all the staff from Towerbank who made this ambitious learning
opportunity possible both on the residential but also by covering absences back at school. Special thanks
to Jonathan who was a parent volunteer with Group 2.
What was good about the trip?

“Great facilities (building, food); friendly helpful instructors; food was great too. Good to have
chance to go Lecht and Cairngorm.” “I became more confident” “Everything! Especially being at
the Lecht.”
“I loved my instructor Calum and I met new people and I learnt how to ski and felt grown up.”

Towerbank skiing at Cairngorm before the storm hit!

Ceilidhs at Towerbank
On Monday we held the very popular Ceilidhs again. Many thanks to all the children and staff for
such enthusiasm.

This week P6 visited Edinburgh Zoo to complete their Cycle of Life workshop. We discussed the life cycle
of animals, looking specifically at gibbons, chimpanzees, penguins and rhinos. It was a great introduction to
our Living and Growing work.
“It was a great, fun day out seeing lots of animals and there was lots of good information.” – Charlotte
“Our guide, Jess, was kind and knowledgeable, and gave us plenty of information about the animals.” –
Alexander
“An interesting trip and a great experience” – Hamish
“Plenty of exotic animals. A good place to start off Living & Growing.” - Cameron

Before the February break all the P3 classes visited Portobello Library as part of our Local Community
topic.
Ian and Paul told us all about the library and we found out that before the new library was built Portobello
Library used to be in the police station!
We also got to hear all about the history of Portobello.
They showed us some of the "Buchanware" Pottery made in the kilns and we went upstairs to see the
Portobello Mural. We found out about the fishwives at Musselburgh and Harry Lauder who was a famous
singer from Portobello.
We also discovered there used to be highwaymen who robbed people. We are glad there are no
highwaymen these days.
Before we left, we got a chance to read a few of the lovely books in the library. it was a good trip.

Amelia – At the weekend I had a kickboxing competition, we were
set in six team and we placed third. I got a bronze medal. I now
have 9 trophies and 6 medals.

P1/2 have been learning about
the orbits of the Earth and Moon
around the Sun as part of our
new topic. We made hats of the
Sun, Moon and Earth and
worked together to recreate the
movements in the playground to
develop our understanding.

Tower bank Parent Group
Bake sale/ 50p Friday in memory of Sol: Friday 6th March is the next bake sale. We have one per
term and pupils can purchase home baking at break time for 50p. Nothing is wasted and any leftovers are sold at pick-up. We will be using the funds from next week’s bake sale as the TPG
contribution towards memorial in memory of Sol Barrie Douglas. Sol loved music and the permanent
memorial will see five instruments installed in the playground to allow children to get together and
make music at any time.
To make the bake sale a success we need your help. We will have over 650 customers to cater for
and we don’t want to run out of baking and leave any disappointed pupils. We would be grateful for
your donations of home baked goods - cookies, fairy cakes, traybakes, free-from items, everything
is welcome as long as it is nut-free. We are aware that several children in the school have allergies
and there is a separate allergy section of the sale to prevent cross contamination. Any donations of
baked goods can be handed into the office at drop-off on Friday 6th, or directly to us in the shelter.
If anyone would like to help with sale, we meet in the playground at 9.30am. Thank you.
Sensory planters: The sensory planters in the playground are in need of some TLC. The TPG
have budget for plants but we need some volunteers.
If you can help please email
towerbankparentcouncil@gmail.com.
Bikeability: If you do want to volunteer to help with Bikeability please email James
on towerbankbikeability@gmail.com. The following links are to training courses that are currently
planned in the Edinburgh/Mussleburgh area:
14 March: https://www.cyclinghub.scot/class-details/5836
20 & 27 March: https://www.cyclinghub.scot/class-details/5606

Dates for your diary:
• Friday 6th March: 50p Friday/ Bake sale
• Thursday 26th March: TPG Big Ideas Meeting 18:30 – 20:00 in the school dining hall
•

Every Friday: Tidy Fridays in the Library. If you’d like to find out more, drop into the library
on Friday morning or email the Library group at towerbanklibrarygroup@gmail.com.

You can keep up to date with all TPG meetings and dates, as well as information about sub-groups,
parent-run activities and fundraising by checking out the new TPG website:
https://towerbankparentgroup.wordpress.com/.
If you need volunteers or have key dates you would like included in the TPG's weekly update, please
email Alisonapayne@gmail.com
Book recommendation
I would recommend the Magic tree house series by Mary Pope Osborne. It is
suitable for 7-8 year olds with a reading age of 7 and above.
8 year old Jack and his 7 year old sister find a tree house and discover that it
holds magical books that can take you to the places shown in the pictures.
They have lots of adventures including visiting dinosaurs, medieval England
and ancient Egypt. There are 7 books in the series to date. Mrs Benson

Harris has joined Brass Blast!
Oi Musica is programming the music for an
exciting fundraiser called ‘KNEES UP’.
Harris will be playing with Brass Blast.
It will be at the Bellfield Church in Portobello
on Sat 7th March, 2-5pm!

