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Snow days last week. 
Many thanks for all the photographs.  Here is a selection of what you got up to. 
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During the snowy days last week Dylan (P2) 
and Anarkali (nursery) built an igloo with the 
help of their parents, friends and neighbours 
including Molly (P7), Ishbel (P7), Mairead 
(P4) and Freya (nursery). Dylan, Anarkali 
and their parents slept in the igloo for one 
night to raise money and awareness for the 
local charity 'Kids Love Clothes' who provide 
kids clothing including warm coats and 
shoes to struggling families in the Lothians. 
They have raised over £700 so far. Dylan 
and Anarkali said it was 'awesome and fun 
and warm and cosy!' 

 
 
 
If you would like to support them you can do so by making a donation via this 
link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/familylewis or donating any spare or outgrown good 
quality clothing at the Wash House drop off point 8:30 - noon, Mon-Thurs. Thank you.  
 
 

 

 

 
It is not often the school playground looks like this! 
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Do you remember the morning in 2016 when the pupils at Towerbank ran 
833 miles in a single morning? 
On Friday 23rd March, we are running a similar event to raise awareness 
of this year’s Sport Relief campaign. 
We need volunteers to help make the event possible. If you are available 

on this date and you would like to be involved, please email 
admin@towerbank.edin.sch.uk to volunteer. 
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Quiz team success 

 

 
 
Well done Miya, Eddie, Rachel and Finlay who won the Portobello Inter-Primary Group 
Rotary Club Quiz final some weeks ago.  They will now advance to the District Final.  Our 
other teams did really well too and came 2nd and 4th. 
 
 
Yesterday we were excited to get a Blue Peter Badge in the post. We got it 
because my sister and I made a Blue Peter studio out of a wine box.  We put in 
the presenters (made of cardboard). We made a big badge wall and comfy seats 
and we even made Shelly the tortoise.  
By Martha P4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For my creative homework this week I made a dragon out of glowing Lego.  I built the 
body of the dragon then I found some dragon Lego pieces, like teeth, claws and wings. I 
added these on and made the whole model light up using the glowing Lego. 
By Lewis P4 

 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

On Saturday Charlie Carver, Alfie Lynagh, Niamh (all P1) and Louis (future Towerbanker) went to Portobello 
Timebank’s 1st Clean up of the year in Magdalene Glen. The group filled a huge white cage with various forms of 
rubbish, in preparation for a number of strategic initiatives that aim to resolve the litter and trolley problem in the park. 
The group will be doing the East end of the Glen in the coming month - follow their page on Facebook for more 
information. 

 
 
Stella and Elliott in P6, who were part of a team of 4 
children that organised a beach clean up on Saturday. 
They have been involved throughout the planning stage 
(with a little help from their mums!) and had the support 
of the Marine Conservation Society, Edinburgh Council 
and Edinburgh leisure. As well as planning, Elliott and 
Stella have been around numerous cafes in Portobello, 
with a survey about the use of single use plastics and 
also spoke at the assembly on Friday.  
The Beach Clean up was a great success, with over 100 
people volunteering and nearly half of them children. 
54kg of rubbish was collected and finding will be 
recorded on the MCSuk website. 
 
Neither of the children are involved with the Eco group 
but both a very committed to taking this further and 
looking ways of reducing single use plastics in 
Portobello, holding regular beach clean ups and much 
more.  
They really did a great job and there were plenty of other Towerbank children involved on the day also.  
 

  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

P6 were lucky to go on a year group trip to Edinburgh Zoo on Wednesday where we learnt about 
the life cycle of animals and humans. Each group went on a short tour of the Zoo where they could 
choose which animals they wanted to see. Then, we split off into our classes and learnt in more 
depth about chimpanzees, different types of monkeys and the penguins. We all had a fantastic 
time! 
 

 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 
 
Has your child already grown out of their uniform? Spilled 
bolognese sauce down their polo shirt? 
 
Come to our second hand uniform sale on Friday 23 March 
from 1145-1300 in the playground shelter (weather permitting). Selling good quality 
Towerbank and non-branded uniform, including some almost new items. Lots of 
bargains to be had with prices from 50p. All proceeds go towards funding school 
projects. 
 
  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, Sport Relief has challenged the country to complete a billion steps 

a day for the month of March. Parents can download an app if they want to 

take part. Pupils will take part at school on Friday 23rd March.  

In the meantime, why not try one (or both) of this month’s maths challenges? 

Monthly Challenge 1 

One million is a 1 with 6 zeros after it – 1 000 000 

One billion is a 1 with 9 zeros after it – 1 000 000 000* 

 

Can you find the name for a number which has: 

(i) a 1 with 12 zeros (ii) a 1 with 15 zeros (iii) a 1 with 18 zeros 

 

What do you notice about the names of these numbers? 

What is the largest number which you can find a name for? 
 

*In the UK we have used this short form (or American system) since 1974. Traditional European systems are different. 
 

Monthly Challenge 2 

The average pupil at Towerbank has a stride (or step) length of 50 

centimetres.  

 
How many steps will it take for this pupil to walk 1 kilometre? 

All entries should be posted in the Monthly Challenge box by  

23rd March 2018. 
 

  

https://www.sportrelief.com/get-involved/get-the-app


 
                        

 

 

 

 

Towerbank Parent Group - Annual ideas session - March 22  
 
Have your say on what's important to you about your child's education at Towerbank.  
 
This is your opportunity to give your views about what priorities the TPG should be working with 
the school on and your chance to influence the school's improvement plan. 
 
Last year, the ideas session contributed to the school's priorities and improvement plan for the 
year.  
 -Parents who attended said they wanted to see: 
 
-more focus on maths and numeracy. The school now has a dedicated numeracy teacher - Mr 
Rand. 
 
-better performance space and more creative and arts opportunities. A stage is now available 
for use, the whole school attended the Lyceum Theatre Christmas show and P5 took part in an 
opera performance with Scottish Opera. These will become annual events and all three projects 
were funded by the TPG. 
 
-A school library. A library group has been set up by the school and a commitment has been 
made that a library space will open next academic year.  
 
- improvements and a competitive element introduced to sports days. Competitive heats and 
races were held at last year’s sports day. We also arranged refreshments for parents and toilets 
for children.  
 
-more outdoor learning and better use of the wildlife garden. The garden is now open more 
regularly to children and is used on a rota basis. Loose parts play has been introduced and well 
received, funded by the TPG. The beach is now being used more for outdoor learning in better 
weather.  
 
These are just some of the things the parents who attended last year’s session helped bring about 
in partnership with the school. And we want to do more  in the coming year. 
 
This is an informal session in groups where you will be able to share ideas and suggestions.  
 
Please register your interest in attending and send your ideas for topics which should be covered 
by emailing towerbankparentgroup@gmail.com.   
 
The session will be held at the school on March 22 from 7.30-9pm.  
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