
 
                        

 

 

 

 

 Newsletter Friday 17th November 2017 @TowerbankPS www.towerbankprimary.wordpress.com 

 
If you have some news for this newsletter please send it to admin@towerbank.edin.sch.uk  
 
 

School Fund Raising.   
Many thanks for all the feedback on the Art Exhibition – it has been very helpful and I plan to respond to the 
concerns raised. 
 
All Primary Schools operate a school fund account that is separate from the other money the school 
receives for staffing and resources.   
Schools use money from this account to pay for residentials, trips and a range of other services and 
resources that do not come from the main budget.  It also enables us to occasionally purchase items such 
as the wonderful pipes for the play pod. 
 
The school fund enables schools to respond flexibly to opportunities and importantly ensure equity for all 
children by supporting families in hardship. 
 
Over the past year the school has generated some money for this fund through class photographs, the 
drone photograph, and the soon to be published calendar.  This account is managed under strict conditions 
set out by Edinburgh Council and soon a member of the Towerbank Parent Group will join the committee 
that oversee this account. 
 
 

Security 
Can I please ask parents to be very careful when coming into the school after 3.20pm.  
I know it is sometimes difficult but please try to ensure that no one gains entry to the school by following 
you into the building.  Mr Friend 
 

Ossian, P3, has made his 
national TV debut as an art 
critic! Whilst visiting the Ferens 
Art Gallery in Hull during the 
half term break, Ossian was 
interviewed by the BBC about 
The Turner Prize exhibition. 
This was shown on Sunday 
evening in a BBC news special 
"Britain's City of Culture". 
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Brodie from P4B designed and made his own Lego cable car! 
It moves just like a real cable car. He got the inspiration from a 
TV programme called Lego Masters. People in the programme 
compete to make really epic Lego structures. Brodie feels 
really excited that it works and he brought it in to show his 
classmates at golden time. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Week number three of running club and we have a whopping 36 runners registered this year. 

The children are putting in a lot of effort, especially in the cold!! 

 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, P6 went to Porty 
High to start the transition into high 
school. We took part in the pizza 
challenge where we made pizzas 
and worked together to solve 
some general knowledge tasks.  
‘I enjoyed putting the topping on 
my pizza and shaping the dough.’ 
Lucy Simmonds 
‘It was a great opportunity and 
they made it really, really fun!’ Eve 
Watson 
‘I enjoyed making a fresh quality 
pizza and then devouring it!’ Logan 
Lymburn 
‘I enjoyed washing up with Eve 
because we managed to make it 
enjoyable!’ Ellie Jones 
‘I enjoyed the general knowledge 
tasks as we worked on our 
teamwork skills’ Jake McConnell 
‘I especially liked meeting other people from other primaries.’ Layla Magee 
 
 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

Last week our P1 buddies 
came up to our P5 classrooms. 
We helped them to make high 
visibility jackets for being seen 
in the dark. In our groups we 
began to design them and then 
we helped the P1s to make 
them using pens, luminous 
paper and glue. We also used 
highlighter pens and they could 
stick on little strips of coloured 
paper to make it brighter. We 
all enjoyed it very much. 
Also, P5B took our buddies 
along to the glorious art 
exhibition. It took ages to find 
their pictures and even longer 
to find ours as there were over 
400 pictures. We went all 
around the fantastic exhibition 
and it was an amazing sight. 
We really enjoy buddy work. 
By Pippa, Jack, Luke, Rhona, Louisa and Esther (P5B).  
 
 
 
Megan helped to make the Christmas fair banner learning lots of new sewing skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

Last Friday (10th November), Primary 7B 
performed their class assembly based around 
the theme of World War II. We have been 
studying the Second World War for a couple of 
months and were each given a particular role 
to research thoroughly. This included: Prime 
Ministers, soldiers, nurses and evacuees. We 
used this research to create a living museum 
so that parents, carers and extended family 
could interact with 30 people who had 
experienced the war, enabling them to read 
information, ask us questions and look at 
artefacts. Alongside the living museum, we 
also performed two songs which went down a 
storm – everyone seemed very impressed!  
Here is some feedback we received: 
 
“THIS WAS ABSOLUTELY AMAZING! 
Fantastic singing and can see the kids really 
enjoyed the learning. Well done!” 
“Enjoyed the morning. Brought back lots of 
memories.” 
“Well done everyone for the very authentic 
experience. Such well researched characters 
and personalities of the wartime.” 
“The children are a credit to the school – and 
the school a credit to us all.” 
Overall we thought this was a really interesting 
and exciting way to learn and it was great fun 
sharing our learning. Mrs Hamilton-Wylie was 
so proud of us after all the hard work we put 
into making the day such a brilliant success! 
 
 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

Last week P5 were lucky enough to 
have a visitor from the SPCA come in 
to school to teach them about the 
wildlife in Scotland and what we can 
do to protect animals. Part of the 
workshop included the children playing 
an animal protection board game. 
The SCPA visit was very interesting 
and useful. We now know who to call 
and what to do if we find an injured or 
unwanted animal. Call 0300 099 9999!  
Millie R and Owain, P5A  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday the 16th of November P7C had a 
magical trip back in time to the Lady Haigs Poppy 
Factory.  
When we arrived we were shown to the hall and told 
to sit down. We were then given a fascinating talk by 
Sergeant Major Pete all about WW2 and the effect it 
had on the people of Britain. Pete also had a large 
collection of gas masks, some of which we were 
allowed to try on! After the talk we went to meet some 
of the old war veterans that worked making the 
poppies. All the poppies are made by hand and we 
got a chance to give it a go! 
All in all, it was a very enjoyable trip that taught us all 
a lot about the war and the soldiers who fought in it.  
Miya P7 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 
This week, all the P3 children took home their grass heads that they made in Science.  
 
“We learned about what plants need to grow.” (Mairi P3)  
“We made grass heads because we have been learning about living and growing.” (Billie P3)  
“We made plant board games and we wrote questions about plants.” (Caitlin P3)  
“Every Friday we watered our grass heads. We noticed how quickly the grass grew.” (Amelie P3)  
“In Science with Mrs Omand, we learned that the stem holds the flower up and the roots suck the water up 
to help the flower grow.” (Arthur P3)  
 
 
 
Sensory Garden 
Some of you may have noticed that at the top of the playground there are some new plant pots, also known 
as the Sensory Garden. The Sensory Garden is a place for children with disabilities to help them see, smell 
and touch plants and flowers, but also for everyone else in the school to enjoy as well! We have been 
finding out how people are enjoying them.  
P3D told us that they like the mini Christmas tree and that it makes the playground look nicer. 
Imogen from P4A said that “it’s really good!” and Ellis, also from P4A said that “It’s a huge improvement to 
the playground.”  
P7B stated that they actually didn’t know what it was, and that they didn’t think it was in a very quiet place 
but overall they thought it looked really nice!  
We’re sure everyone is waiting to see what it really is and what is going to be added next.  Eve and Ella 
  



 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
This year’s curriculum evening will take place on Tuesday 28th November between 6-7pm. The focus of this 

year’s event will be on Numeracy and Mathematics at Towerbank. 

You are invited to visit the classrooms and explore a sample of the activities we use to support learning in 

this area. There will also be a short presentation at 6.15pm, which will be repeated at 6.45pm, to provide 

information on how you can best support your child’s learning at home. Look out for an email this week with 

information on booking a place at one of these presentations. 

 

 

This is the amazing Porty-bellow. It is a firework which shoots into 

the dark sky as a single point of brilliant, red light.  

 

After 5 seconds, at the peak of its flight, it gives off an ear-splitting 

bellow and that single point breaks into two dazzling sparks. One 

second later, each of these sparks split in two to give four sparks. 

After another second, these four split to create eight sparks. Every 

second, this pattern continues. 

 

The Main Challenge 

How many sparks will there be 10 seconds after the firework takes 
off? 

 

Eager for more? (this extension is optional) 

Astoundingly, the pattern continues until 15 seconds after the 

Porty-bellow is launched when all sparks vanish into the night sky. 

How many sparks are there just before they vanish? 

 

Make a connection (this challenge is also optional) 

Finally, can you think of any other places in the real world where 
you would see this pattern? 

This month, I am looking for more than just your solution. On your entry, put your name, your class, your solution 

and your method (how you worked it out). Remember, maths is about more than just calculations – your 

method could be a picture, diagram or even a few sentences. Some of the most interesting methods will be 

published in next month’s newsletter. Entries close on 1st December 2017. 


