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Last week P3 began Bikeablity on Friday mornings. There was a tremendous turn out. Many
thanks to all the volunteer parents who are delivering this.

Fundraising for Sol and his family
Alfie Vale, Alex Campbell and Toby Sparkes from P3A are doing the Kiltwalk Wee Wander this
weekend. They are walking to raise money to support Sol Barrie-Douglas and his family. Sol has
been very unwell and funds raised will be used to support him and his family at a very difficult
time. The Hunter Foundation add 40% to all
donations. https://edinburghkiltwalk2019.everydayhero.com/uk/team-alfie-and-toby

Sailing, rowing
and kayaking
club starts.
Towerbank have
worked with
Portobello Sailing
Club this term to
establish a Friday
afternoon club. 18
children from P7 are
taking part for the
next 5 weeks.

Gym hall floor
Over the Summer Holidays the gym hall floor warped badly due to high levels of humidity.
Currently some areas of the floor are off limits as they have bulged so much. The council have
agreed to replace the entire floor. We hope this will be completed in a month or so. The hall will
then be out of action for a week. This will impact on clubs and activities using the hall.

P7 have taken part in election campaigns this week in the hope of becoming the first ever House Captains
at Towerbank. The P6 and P7 teachers were blown away by the high standard of speeches given. The P6
and P7 pupils from each house listened carefully to each candidates speech and then took part in a vote
using ballot papers. We would like to congratulate the 8 House Captains for their success in taking on this
new role. We are sure they will do a fantastic job.
Your House Captains are:
Brighton: Rose and Harry
Figgate: Magnus and Cora
Rosefield: Kimberly and
Arlo
Quarry: Eilidh and Charlie.

Role & responsibilities of
House Captains Responsible for promoting their School House, within the school community.
• Representing the house in assemblies and events
• Working with staff to arrange house events
• Acting as a positive role model for Ready, Respectful and Safe
· Counting house point totals and reporting scores
Qualities/Skills required:
• A good team member
• Good relationships with pupils of all ages
• A positive role model with an understanding of the School Vision and Aims
• Able to recognise other pupils’ achievements
· Clear and open communication with pupils, parents and staff at Towerbank

Voting for House Captains

Towerbank school junior choir
Towerbank school junior choir meets on Fridays at 12:45pm-1:30pm in the middle hall. This is a choir
organised by a group of parents.
We have an external teacher (Amy) who comes and teaches the kids. It costs £2.50 per session. The
children learn a mixture of songs from musicals, traditional songs and recent chart songs along with a few
games and voice exercises. It is great fun. For more information please see the Towerbank Choir
Facebook page. Children from P2-P5 interested in being part of the choir are very welcome to come along
and try it out. If you have a P1 who is interested please make contact first via the Facebook page.

The P5 classes have begun their topic on Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. We are reading
the novel and will be doing lots of exciting learning
activities. Esther Hilliam-Cook made this model of
the Great Hall at Hogwarts at home with her Gran.
We think it is amazing!

On Tuesday, Mike Nicholson, Towerbank’s author-in-residence visited each of the P6 and P7
classes. Using words from a giant list created by last year’s P7s each class created their own ‘sea
story’ which Mike has now written and sent to each class. There were fantastic stories from
dangerous whirlpools, to cage diving with sharks, plastic monsters of pollution, pirate ships and
mysterious caves, not to mention the great ice cream race from the islands of the Forth!
If any child, or parent/carer or family group want to have a go at writing as part of this residency,
we’ll be providing some prompts in this newsletter. We’d love the residency to get everyone more
interested in writing. Here are some prompts for this week, just like the prompts that that the P6
and P7 classes got. What story can you get from the words… pearl, starfish, sandcastle,
skimming stones, and pier. Ready, steady…write! Feel free to bring your ‘sea stories’ into
school.

School Streets
The City of Edinburgh Council took the decision in 2015 to limit traffic in the street directly outside
the school at key times, meaning that parents will not be able to park right at the gates to drop
their children off.
The aim was to create a safer, more pleasant environment. The scheme promotes active travel to
school by walking and cycling, in turn reducing congestion and pollution in the area.
The police are able to enforce this restriction with fines.

What does School Streets mean for parents?
The street immediately outside the school is closed to traffic at specific times at the beginning and
end of the school day.
For those who still need to drive to school then we ask that they park a short distance away from
the school and walk the last five or ten minutes of the journey.
The streets around the school will not be completely traffic free however. Residents will have
permits to drive when the flashing signs are on and there are certain others who have exemption the emergency services for example.
Refuse lorries are not allowed to enter the restricted streets during the hours of operation. The
recent violations of this have been reported to the Council. This should not happen again.

Hours of operation

Streets affected

Mon-Thur:
8:20am - 9:10am
2:50pm - 3:30pm

Aitchison's Place
Bath Place
Beach Lane
Figgate Bank
Figgate Street
Shrub Mount
Whins Place
Wilson's Park

Fri:
8:20am - 9:10am
12:10pm - 12:35pm

P1 and P2 were very excited to meet the Edinburgh Author, Vivian
French, this week ….Charlie Anderson’s Granny! She told us all
about how she got her ideas for stories and told us a few of them.
‘I liked telling the story about the butterfly’ Freya P1B
‘I liked when she was telling the story about her annoying little
brother’ Caradh P1B
‘I liked singing the song about the caterpillar’ Iona P1B
‘I liked the story about her little brother and the car’ Astrid P1A
‘I liked the story about the caterpillar and the butterfly’ Bertie
R P1A
‘I liked the bit about rolling in the water’ Manray P1A

Tower bank Parent Group
• Christmas raffle: Last year’s Christmas raffle raised about £2,000 and we are keen to
repeat that success again, but we need volunteers to help. From securing prizes to selling
tickets in the playground, there are a wide range of different tasks. People only need to
help with as much as they feel able. For more information please contact Jayne Saywell
through the Towerbank Facebook Page.
Dates for your diary:
• Friday 20th September: Towerbank Quiz Night, 7.30-10pm in the school. Tickets are £2
each and will be sold at drop off between 17 and 20 September. If you can’t get a ticket at
these times, please email towerbankschoolfairs@gmail.com.
• Friday 4 October: 50p Friday/ bake sale
• Every Friday: Tidy Fridays in the Library. If you’d like to find out more, drop into the library
on Friday morning or email the Library group at towerbanklibrarygroup@gmail.com.
You can keep up to date with all TPG meetings and dates, as well as information about sub-groups,
parent-run activities and fundraising by checking out the new TPG website:
https://towerbankparentgroup.wordpress.com/.
If you need volunteers or have key dates you would like included in the TPG's weekly update, please
email Alisonapayne@gmail.com

New stories for the Library
Last year P5B learned about Scottish Myths and
Legends. They then created imaginative stories based on
these legends and turned these into 2 books for the
school library.
"I had so much fun learning about Scottish Myths and
Legends," said Freddie. "I feel really proud that we were
able to create a book and hope others enjoy learning facts
about the myths and legends when reading our stories."
Hind felt nervous writing her story and worried about how
it would turn out in the end but said "I'm really impressed
with the amount of hard work we did and I think other
people will enjoy our stories."
Annaliese talked about how it felt like they were writing a
proper book. "We had to follow lots of different steps like
an author and illustrator, I felt so good adding that final
piece of punctuation to the end of my story. I really hope
other children in the library are sucked into our stories."

Towerbank P6 football team played their first match of the season last weekend against Holy
Cross. The team played really well in a hard fought match. Freddie Wood scored a hat-trick and
Ellis McClory netted a fourth right at the end. Well played to all those involved.
Children receiving a positive postcard this week from P1 and P2:
Orla Chomczuk, Aaron McCulloch, Elise Jenkins-Thomas, Ava Borrows, Denis McInerney, Max
Griffiths and Nell Morrison

The Primary 5 and Primary 1 classes are starting to meet their buddies. Two classes enjoyed
playing together and getting to know one another on Thursday afternoon.

Our library by the sea…
The school-parent partnership in the library continues with children starting to use and borrow
books and parents supporting through weekly ‘Friday-Tidy’ sessions. Thanks to everyone who has
helped buy, stamp, barcode, jacket and catalogue books we now have 2,898 fiction and 768 nonfiction books. That’s 3,666 books for the children to get through!
P6 and P7 pupils have started to borrow books. They can borrow one book at a time and swap it
on their library day. All books will be recalled at the end of each term. The rest of the classes have
timetabled library slots each week.
We next plan to open the library at lunch time for older children. The school will staff this on
Mondays and Wednesdays and we’re hoping to do the same with parents’ help on Tuesdays and
Thursdays: more about how to volunteer for this soon.
Finally, if you want to donate books to the library the time to do so this term is from the 18th – 24th
November to coincide with Book Week Scotland. Any as-new condition books are welcomed but
we are particularly interested in graphic novels, dyslexia-friendly reads and books in other
languages.

