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On Thursday Mike Nicholson,
Towerbank’s author-in-residence
was back re-visiting the P7
classes and meeting P5s for the
first time. The P7s tried writing
paragraphs with strong opening
lines and great descriptions,
inspired by the class story they
had created in their previous
session with Mike. The P5
classes each made up their own
‘sea stories’ with Mike. What an
imaginative lot! There were surfing
squids who want a shot at being
human, a 112 year old crab
celebrating its birthday and a very unusual ice cream seller trying to make the best of a stormy
day.
If any child, or parent/carer or family group want to have a go at writing more as part of this
residency, it would be great to hear from you. If you want an idea of where to start try some ’50
Word Fiction’. Creating stories as short as 50 words is great fun – a descriptive moment – capture
the atmosphere. If you need a prompt to get writing then try this image to start you off.

Last weekend, Charlotte went to Manchester to compete in the
Performer of the Year UK Dance competition.
In her age group of 10-11’s, Charlotte was placed 3rd in the UK for
Ballet and 6th in the UK for Tap. Another fantastic achievement,
Charlotte. Very well done!

Portobello Music School is a not-for-profit community interest company (CIC) formed in 2005 and
after 13 wonderful years based at Towerbank Primary School (which is now closed at weekends
due to the citywide school improvement programme) are delighted to announce their relocation to
the state of the art music education facility at Edinburgh College’s Milton Road Campus. The
campus location has proved popular with their 350 students and families from across Edinburgh
and the Lothians and provides a wealth of new facilities which includes fully equipped music
teaching and practice rooms, piano and guitar studios and an auditorium. The central reception
area provides a comfortable waiting area with a café run by Gather and Gather.
Their Saturday Music School continues to provide comprehensive music education to students
aged birth to teens from across Edinburgh and the Lothians. Their progressive Creative Music
Classes are aimed at children from birth to primary 2, preparing them for Beginner Group
Instrumental Classes starting in Primary 3. Children can choose from a wide range of instruments
including: flute, clarinet, violin, guitar, piano and drums, taught by an enthusiastic team of
highly experienced music teachers. As well as receiving instrumental tuition, which includes
annual ABRSM Music Medal Examinations, children also attend weekly Kodály-based
musicianship classes which develop essential aural skills and music theory. Children new to the
school can join existing primary 4 to 7 non-beginner group classes if they have studied for a year
or more elsewhere.
No matter what age children join, Portobello Music School is able to provide a Musical Pathway to
the next level whether it be from Toddler Music Classes to Preschool 1; Primary 2 to Beginner
Group Instrumental Classes or from Advanced Group Instrumental Classes to individual lessons at
their afternoon programme of classes and ensembles for teens. They also prepare students for
ABRSM, Trinity College and Rockschool Grade Exams and for entry to full or part-time studies at
universities and music colleges across the country.
For further information and/or to enrol, please visit www.portobellomusicschool.com or tel: 0131
623 2513

I was asked to design the poster for St Columba's Hospice Doors Open Day after a lady who
works there saw a sketch I had done. The poster was up all over Edinburgh city centre. I went to
the Hospice on Doors Open Day to see my poster and I was very proud! Lewis P5

Millicent and Anna recently took part in the 100 days
Project, Scotland.
This art project gives anyone, regardless of age or
ability, the framework and permission to get
creative. The exhibition was held in the Old Fire
Station, Edinburgh College of Art, between 25th and 29th
September. Anna and Millicent were present at the busy
evening launch party and their work was much admired.

I went on the climate change march with some of my classmates and our parents. I made a poster
and it said SOS, Save Our Seas. The march was very busy and noisy. We walked from the
Meadows to the Scottish Parliament. I felt very proud of us. Sofia P2

Tower bank Parent Group
Christmas raffle: The raffle at the 2018 Christmas Fair raised nearly £2000. We’d love to repeat
that success this year and raise as many funds as possible for projects and activities that will benefit
the whole school. To help us generate interest in the Raffle both in the school and beyond, we’d
like to offer a range of premium prizes – and we need some help sourcing those prizes!
Can you or anyone you know help? Could you, the company you work for, or anyone you know offer
a great prize? Is there an experience they run (wine tasting, cookery course, family activity)… top
quality merchandise they could donate… tickets to a sporting, music or theatre event… a luxury
experience or treat?
We promote any donations in our social media posts, and if we know about any that we can offer
as a ‘star prize’ by 25th October we may be able to feature it on the raffle tickets, too.
If you have any ideas, contacts, or donations, please contact Jayne Saywell on
the Towerbank School Community Group Facebook page or at jaynesaywell18@gmail.com. Many
thanks in advance!
Dates for your diary:
• Friday 4th October: 50p Friday/ bake sale
• Saturday 26th October: Halloween discos
• Wednesday 6th November: Fundraising meeting.
• Every Friday: Tidy Fridays in the Library. If you’d like to find out more, drop into the library
on Friday morning or email the Library group at towerbanklibrarygroup@gmail.com.
You can keep up to date with all TPG meetings and dates, as well as information about sub-groups,
parent-run activities and fundraising by checking out the new TPG website:
https://towerbankparentgroup.wordpress.com/.
If you need volunteers or have key dates you would like included in the TPG's weekly update, please
email Alisonapayne@gmail.com

Ellie in P5 completed a 5K walk at with her Dad
and Granny and raised £165 for Alzheimers
Scotland. Well done Ellie!

On Monday 30th September, a team of 12
children from Primary 5 entered the Edinburgh
Primary Schools Sports Association’s P5 Touch
Rugby Tournament. It took place at Murrayfield
Stadium and they joined 15 other schools there
that afternoon. They won 3 out of 4 of their
matches and finished in 3rd place overall. They
were also awarded the ‘Fair Play Award’ for
demonstrating great sporting behaviour.

P1 have been having lots of fun making autumn patterns.

Primary 1 Block Play
Mrs McGeever has been supporting Primary
1 with their child-led block play this week.
The children have been using measuring
tapes and rulers to measure, planning out
their structures and adding small loose parts
to their amazing creations.

P1 Parental Engagement
Thank you to all the parents and carers who have
joined us for our Primary 1 Literacy workshops last
week and Numeracy workshops this week. The
feedback has been so positive, saying that it is great
to see how the pupils are learning and how you can
support this learning at home.

