
 
Literacy at home ideas  

 

*CVC words = consonant, vowel, consonant, e.g. sat, pin, ant  

 
Useful websites: 
 

• Doorway online (letter formation): 
https://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/activities/letterformation/  
 

• Topmarks (games for letters and sounds): 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/3-5-years/letters-and-sounds  

 
• Ictgames (variety of games for sounds and word building): 

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html  
 

• Jolly Phonics songs (found on YouTube)  

Water writing 

Use a paintbrush and a 
pot of water on paving 
slabs to form sounds or 

make CVC words 

Sandy letters 

Write letters in the 
sand at the beach 

 

Hidden sounds 

Find the sounds from the 
ones laid out or hidden in 

a room 

 

Foam letters 

Use foam bath letters to 
make CVC words at the 

side of the bath 

 

30 seconds 

With a partner, say as 
many words as you can 

starting with a given 
sound, e.g. ant, 

ambulance, apple 

Pairs 
 

With a partner make 
two sets of sound or 

CVC word cards. Take it 
in turns to turn two cards 
over. If they match you 
win them if you can say 

the sounds or word  

Messy words 
 

Spray a small amount of 
shaving foam on a plate 
and spread it out. Can 

you write your new 
sound or some words in 

it? 
 

Jumbled words 
 

Get an adult to make 
some CVC words like 
ant, tap, sat with your 

letters and then jumble 
them up. Can you work 

out what the word 
should be? 

I Spy 

Play I Spy using the 
sounds that you have 
covered so far in class. 

You could play it on 
your way to and from 

school  

Playdough letters 
 

Use playdough to make 
snakes and then form 
letters. Remember you 
could make your own 

playdough! 

Bath writing 

Use bath crayons to 
practice forming your 

letters whilst in the bath! 
Can you write some of 
your tricky words too? 

Bingo 
 

Make a simple bingo 
board and fill it with your 

sounds or tricky words. 
Your partner can be the 

bingo caller 

Sound detective 

Look out for sounds and 
tricky words in books. 

comics, cereal packets, 
signs around us 

Magnetic letters 

Use magnetic letters to 
find sounds and make 
CVC words on a board 

or fridge door 

How many? 

How many CVC words 
can you make, with your 

sound cards? 

 

Magic writing 

Write with wax crayons 
and cover with watered 

down paint to reveal! 

 
Treasure hunt 

How many things can 
you find around the 

house starting with your 
new sound? 

Rainbow writing 

Rainbow write CVC 
words with different 

pens, gel pens, glitter 
etc 

Chalk words 
 

Form sounds in chalk. 
Jump on each letter to 

make a CVC words 
 

Loose part letters 
 

Use loose parts, such as 
pasta, Lego, shells to 
form sounds or words 


