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Literacy and English 
 

➢ Reading- Read Hill Top Farm. We suggest that you use this as a basis:  
              Monday: focus on decoding and working out the words using sounds and blends.  

              Tuesday: focus on rereading to improve fluency and try out some expression.  

              Wednesday: focus on hunting for tricky words that you recognise quickly.  

              Thursday: Discuss the story, ask questions together and make sensible predictions.  

                              E.g.  Who are the characters in the story?  

                                      Where did the other two sheep go?  

                                      What other words mean the same as ‘burn’ in this story?    

  

➢ Introducing ‘Magic e’ 

There are two teaching videos to find out about word building using long vowel sounds 

with ‘e’. We recommend you watch them across the week, e.g. Part one on Monday 

and Part two on Wednesday 

Part one: https://vimeo.com/505874973         Part 1 & 2 

Part two: https://vimeo.com/505875655  

 

 

 

➢ Use the picture worksheet to write four words that follow this spelling pattern.  

Challenge: can you write each word from the worksheet into a sentence? 
 

➢ Watch Magic e story video highlighting ‘magic e’ words with ‘a’.  Can 

you spot them as you read through the story together? 

https://vimeo.com/505389024  

Challenge Here is an information book for you to read yourselves which 

includes a_e words called Save the Whale: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/29254.html 

 

➢ Writing tricky words- choose a new way to practise writing your tricky words such as 

drawing a large hopscotch grid outside with chalk and writing one word in each box or 

using finger painting to make each letter with lots of fingerprints. Use words learned 

previously plus our new tricky words which are: other, mother, another.  
Challenge: how quickly can you write ten tricky words in your best handwriting? 

  
 

➢ Creative writing- can you use your imagination to create a wonderful story that links 

these three ‘magic e’ word pictures? Remember to try to use a capital letter to start 

each sentence and a full stop when your sentence comes to an end. Try to use some 

exciting words and just have a go at the spellings! What adventures might happen? 

   
snake       cape       plane 

https://vimeo.com/505874973
https://vimeo.com/505875655
https://vimeo.com/505389024
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/29254.html
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➢ Reading game- Use the snakes and ladders game as many times as you would like to 

practise reading some tricky words we have already learned and some words with 

‘magic e’. For example, cap  cape, star  stare, tap  tape. 

 
         

  

Numeracy and Maths 
 

• Magic Number – You can re-watch the introductory video 

at https://vimeo.com/501880391Use the magic number worksheet to complete your 

magic number challenge. 

Core = 14                           Challenge = 35 

Top tip: You can use items to help you physically count. 
         

➢ Counting items – use counters/beads/Lego bricks etc. and place out 9. 

Cover these up. Then place out 5 more. How many objects are there 

altogether? How can you check this? What strategy did you use to work it 

out?  

Watch the video for ideas and then try out hiding and counting on 

different amounts. https://vimeo.com/505768960  

 
➢ Subtraction – use the ‘build it, draw it, write it’ sheet to focus on take away sums. Choose 

a number between 12 and 20 and place out small objects in any pattern in the ten 

frames at the top. Then roll a dice (or two dice to make it harder) and then take that 

number of objects away. Can you draw a picture or diagram about what you have just 

done? Can you then write the sum? E.g. 17 – 5 = 12 

 
➢ 2D shape – use the shape drawing sheet to create different pictures as prompted. Make 

sure you make each shape clearly. Count how many of each shape you use and add 

that to the bottom of your pictures. Use this video to help you revise 2D shapes:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjv39j6/articles/ztpwdmn  

Challenge – use a ruler to draw shapes with straight edges. 

 
➢ 3D shape - use and adapt any ideas you like from the following, using whatever items 

you have at home. Talk together about the corners, edges and faces of the objects. Use 

this video to get you started: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjv39j6/articles/zcsjqty 

 

https://vimeo.com/501880391
https://vimeo.com/505768960
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjv39j6/articles/ztpwdmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjv39j6/articles/zcsjqty
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Additional Curricular Areas 
 

➢ Health and Wellbeing- Express Yourself This week is a special week. It is 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. It is reminding us to look 

after our minds as well as our bodies. The Theme this year is Express 

Yourself.  Think about how we all make mistakes. How can we develop 

ideas from our mistakes? Can we do something to change it? How can 

we improve something by tweaking it a wee bit? Watch this story called 

‘Beautiful Oops!’ for ideas to think about 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUUSxgVGQxk and then create 

your own ‘mistakes’ to make into something else. Maybe a torn piece of 

paper like in the video can be turned into a creation or a black dot like a blob of paint 

can become something new! 

 

➢ Music- Try some of the ideas for maintaining good mental health through music on the 

ppt, ‘Mental Health Awareness’. You can find it on Teams- Additional Curricular Areas-

Files- Miss Findlay Music. 

 

➢ STEM- using recycled materials or your own construction 

toys, can you make a model of one of the Forth Bridges. 

Which one will you choose to make and why? Can it be 

strong enough to hold a toy train, a toy truck or a toy 

car? How will you make the base supports to hold up 

your bridge? 

 

 

➢ Expressive Arts- Go on a scavenger hunt at the beach or in a park or in your garden. 

Collect some natural materials and then have fun creating your own picture of 

whatever you like! 

         
 

➢ Social Studies- focus on the Forth Bridges.  

➢ Watch the video: https://vimeo.com/505394869  

➢ Look at the gallery section of  https://www.theforthbridges.org/ to 

see photos of each of the bridges being constructed. What do you 

notice about the photos of the Forth Rail Bridge compared to the 

Forth Road Bridge or the Queensferry Crossing? Can you describe 

what is the same or different? What types of transport use each 

bridge? Feel free to do more fact-finding if you like!  

 

The Forth Rail Bridge was built as a cantilever bridge. Try out this exploration of bridge 

building and see the Forth Rail Bridge colouring sheet for more clues: 

Cantilever Bridge 

Cantilever bridges are built with two beams that project toward each other to join 

and form a span. How do they stay up? 

You need: 
5 or 6 notebooks or thin books 
table 

What to do: 
Stack the notebooks on the edge of a table. Slide the top one halfway out from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUUSxgVGQxk
https://vimeo.com/505394869
https://www.theforthbridges.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://orbxsystems.com/forum/topic/149229-forth-bridges/&psig=AOvVaw02oc9OFlmIuZKVd2Paz_VT&ust=1611251134907000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJi6tbmIq-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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the stack and over the table's edge. When it balances, slide it back a little. Move 

out the next notebook along with the top one until they balance, and then slide 

them back a little. Add another notebook and move the top 3 out and slide them 

back a little after they balance. Continue in the same way until all the 5 or 6 

notebooks are staggered. 

What happens: 
The top notebook seems to be suspended in air, but the notebooks do not fall. 

Why:  
You have found the centre of gravity, the point at which all the weight of an 

object seems to be concentrated. Though the top book appears to be suspended 

in air, more than half the weight of the stack of notebooks is resting on the table. 

 

➢ French- Focus on the days of the week. Watch the video to help you 

learn and pronounce the days of the week in French.  

https://vimeo.com/505872522  

Use the flashcards provided to make pairs and snap games, perhaps 

writing the English name on the back or on other pieces of paper. How 

quickly can you match them up? Drag and drop in this game to revise 

them too:   

https://www.educandy.com/site/html5/bin/main.php?activity=matchup&quizid=37920  
  

Supporting Learning Ideas - Signpost of the Week:  
 

➢ Look at Free reading book online options, January 2021 document (at end of booklet) 

also found at: https://towerbankprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/online-reading-

book-ideas-p1-p2-january-2021.pdf  

 

➢ Oxford Owl https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ is one idea which is free when you use these 

details under the ‘Oxford Owl at School’ side of the log-in page. Enjoy exploring the 

genres of books together rather than focusing on any particular level for your child. 

 P2F             Username: ms_fletcher              Password: towerbank 
P2DE            Username: miss_dwyer              Password: towerbank          

                            P2Y              Username: ms younie                Password: Towerbank 

➢ Collins Big Cat readers are currently free until February 28th. Details to log in found in 

document 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/505872522
https://www.educandy.com/site/html5/bin/main.php?activity=matchup&quizid=37920
https://towerbankprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/online-reading-book-ideas-p1-p2-january-2021.pdf
https://towerbankprimary.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/online-reading-book-ideas-p1-p2-january-2021.pdf
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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