
 
Block 2 Literacy at home ideas  

 

Useful websites: 

 

• Doorway online (letter formation): 

https://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/activities/letterformation/  
 

• Topmarks (games for letters and sounds): 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/3-5-years/letters-and-sounds  

 

• Ictgames (variety of games for sounds and word building): 

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html   

Spelling tennis 

With a partner take turn 

to bat the words back 

and forth by saying 
alternative sounds      

e.g. pain – p – a - i - n 

Pyramid writing 

Write words in the 

shape of a pyramid 

 

Highlighting words 

Use newspapers, 

magazines, leaflets to find 

and highlight as many 
words as you can find 

with your chosen 

diagraph 

Jumbled words 

Unjumble sound cards to 

make different words 

with your chosen 
diagraph 

Find the sounds 

Hide sound cards 

around a room or house. 
Say a word and your 

child needs to find the 
sounds to make the 

word (in the correct 

order) 

 

Sound jump 

 
With a partner make 

two sets of sound or 

CVC word cards. Take it 
in turns to turn two cards 

over. If they match you 
win them if you can say 

the sounds or word  

Tricky words tic tac 

toe 

 
Play tic tac toe/ noughts 

and crosses with your 

tricky words on the 

board. You must read 
the word before putting 

your counter down  

 

Paint the words 

 
Use paint or chalk to 

write words, this could 

be that the adult says 
the word or the child 

tries to write words they 
can remember with a 

chosen diagraph 

Rhyming words 

Chose a word card with 

a chosen diagraph. Say 

or write as many 
rhyming words as 

possible, e.g pay – ray, 

bay, hay…   

Playdough letters 
 

Use playdough to make 

words with your chosen 
diagraph. Remember 

you could make your 

own playdough! 

Snap 

Play snap with your 

diagraph cards. Shout 

‘snap’ if the diagraphs 
make the same sound 

Bingo 

 
Make a simple bingo 
board and fill it with 

words with your chosen 

diagraph or tricky words. 
Your partner can be the 

bingo caller 

Tricky word detective 

Look out for tricky words 

in books, comics, cereal 

packets and signs 
around us 

Rainbow writing 

Choose a different 

colour for every letter to 

write out tricky words or 
words with your chosen 

diagraph 

Roll a tricky word 

Choose a tricky word to 

spell and roll a ball back 

and forth, first person 
saying the first letter and 

so on 

Foam letters 

Spray a small amount of 

shaving foam (or 

whipped cream) and 

write words in the foam 

 

Stick writing 

Write your tricky words 
with a stick in the sand 

or soil 

Tricky word stones 

Write or paint tricky 
words on stones and 

hide these in your 

garden or house. If not 
put these on cards 

Target shot 

 
Put out different tricky 

words and use a soft 
ball, beanbag etc to roll 

or throw at the target 

tricky word 

 

Loose part letters 

 
Use loose parts, such as 

pasta, Lego, shells to 
form words thinking 

about the diagraph 
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